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Akron! 

All  the  spring  seeding  was  finished  the  fore  part  of  the  week  with 
th<i  exception  of  some  barley  varieties  and  selections  to  he  seeded  on  the 
Cs*  eal  Project «    Winter  wheat  in  most  case;;  came  through  the  winter  in  good 
shape  with  the  exception,  of  Bo  £  at  Ions  26,  97,  31.  and  M-C  A.    Wheat  is  seed- 
ed on  disced  corn  stubble  in  the  first  three  rotations  mentioned;,  and  the 
ground  was  too  dry  go  germinate  the  seed,  or  at  least  too  dry  bo  produce  an 
emorged  stand  last  faila    Oermi nation  aas  been  very  poor  this  spring,  so 
that  not  more  than  half  a  stand  is  visi-ble  on  any  of  these  plats.  General- 
ly speaking ,  wheat  oxer  the  country  siae  is  about  normal  for  this  time  of 
the  year.    Spring  gives  every  promise  of  opening  early* 

Septicaemia  Hemorrhagica  broke  out  among  bhe  sheep  this  spring  and 
two  ewes  were  lost  before  preventive  measures  could  be  brought  inbo  p'laj* 
This  disease  has  been  very  prevalent  in  this  region  among  cattle  and  hogs 
this  past  winter,  but  there  being  very  few  sheep  nearby  an  outbreak  was 
hardly  expected  ir,  the  flock  hers, 

Ardmore: 

The  snow  fall  during  the  fall  and  winter  months  was  greatly  below 
normal*    The  total  snow  fall  for  the  months  October  1320  to  March 
inclusive,  amounted  to  k£  inches.    This  snow  was  very  Klighbf:  in  character 
and  the  total  precipitation  for  the  same  period,,  including  melted  snow  and 
&ome  rain  was  3       inches,    The  snow  fall  for  the  same  months  last,  year 
was  over  one  hundred  inches. 

The  ground  is  dry  and  there  has  been  much  surface  moisture  lost  by 
unusually  high  winds  for  this  season  of  the  year.    Soil  moisture  determi- 
nations have  shown  the  moisture  content  of  the  sell  to  be  considerably  be- 
low normal  for  April ,    There  appears,  however ,  to  be  sufficient  moisture 
to  bring  all  crcps  through  the  ground* 

Active  field  operations  started  on  the  field  station  on  March  lk9 
and  have  continued  practically  without  interruption  from  any  cause  up  to 
the  present  time,    Considerable  seeding  of  small  grain  was  done  in  March 
and  much  of  it  is  now  emerging  through  the  ground*    The  work  accomplished 
on  the  station  so  far  include©  seeding  of  about  110  acres  of  oats$  the 
seeding  of  all  small  grain  plats  anc5  fields  of  o&iifl,  barley,  rye-,  and 
wheat;  and  the  seeding  of  several  acres  or  brome  grass,  sweet  clover,  .and 
Wheat  grass  (Agropyro-<  destertorm),    Thirty  acres  of  ground  is  ready  to 
seed  bo  Grimm  alfalfa  and  same  will  be  seeded  at  once, 

Farmers  generally  have  taken  advantage  of  the  favorable  weather  con- 
ditions and  have  seeded  their  small  grain.    There  has  been  an  unusually 
large  acreage  of  wheat  seeded  this  spring}  duo  to  the  favorable  weather 
conditions  for  farming  operations  and  the  low  price  of  seed  wheat,,  Much 
alfalfa  will  be  seeded  through  the  county  this  spring 0 

Winter  wheat  and  winter  rye  are  in  excellent  condition*    The  acreage 
of  these  crops  is  not  large  in  the  county* 

Cattle  and  horse  have  come  through  bhe  winter  in  splendid  condition, 
due  to  the  mild  weather  and  an  abundance  of  feed* 

The  maximum  temperature  for  the  week  was  80;  minimum  g;  precipitation 
♦02  inch.    This  all  the  precipitation  that  has  been  recorded  during  the 
month  of  April,    The  total  precipitation  for  the  month  of  March  was  »07 
inch;  the  normal  for  the  same  month  being  ,63  iacho 
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Belle  Fourches  ,  . 

Favorable  weather  up  to  about  April  5  favored  land  preparation  ana-  ■' 
seeding.    All  land  on  the  dry  land  rotation  is  ready  for  planting.  The 
wheat j  oatSp  and  barley  were  seeded  on  April  2  and  k*    Since  the  5  the 
weather  has  been  much  coldesrs  though  there  has  been  only  a  small  amount  of 
snowj 

This  has  been  one  of  the  most  favorable  springs  ever  recorded  in 
western  South  Dakota,    The  smcunt  of  grain  now  eeeded,  corresponds  favor- 
ably with  the  amount  us-ually  in  by  May  1« 

losses  of  stock  last  winter  were  small.    The  winter  was  so  open  that 
very  little  feeding  was  necessary.    As  a  result  there  is  now  a  large  amount 
of  hey  on  the  project  that  will  not  be  fed  and  for  which  there  is  no  sale, 
•  Maximum  temperature  SI;  minimum  9;  precipitation  ,21  inch* 

Big  Spring: 

The  weather  for  the  winter  has  been  mild  and  pleasant  with  very  little 
wind  movement  and  no  sandstorm*  of  any  consequence  has  occurred,,    There  is 
a  good  season  of  moisture  in  the  subsoil D  the  soil  being  wet  from  two  to 
three  fee';  deep,    fhe  prsoipitatiori  to  date  runs  as  follows:    January  ,25 
inch;  February        inch;  and  !fe;?oh  1,3^  inches,  making  a  total  for  the  three 
months  of  2.30  inches*    The  average  for  21  years  for  this  period  is  1. Sc- 
inches.   In  the  field  most  of  the  plowing  has  been  done,    The  fields  used 
for  variety  testing  and  field  crops  have  been  worked  down  and  put  in  shape 
for  planting.    Peanuts  have  been  planted  in  the  rotation  plats  and  two  four 
acre  blocks  in  field  three  have  been  planted  to  milo  and  peas  and  kafir  and 
peas.    The  planting  of  the  other  rotation  and  variety  plats  will  be  done  as 
soon  as  the  weather  conditions  will  permits    Winter  wheat  is  growing  nicely 
and  is  beginning  to  stem  rapidly  and  ranges  from  four  to  eight  inches  in 
height.    The  fruit  in  the  experimental  orchard  and  vineyard  has  not  been 
killed  to  date  and  a  bumper  crop  is  in  prospect  for  this  saason.    On  March 
2S  and  29  the  temperature  dropped  to  30  and  32  degrees,  respectively.  The 
section  of  west  Texas  to  the  north  of  us  suffered  severely  from  the  freeze 
on  the  23  and  29  of  March,  with  the  result  that  most  of  the  fruit  was  kill- 
ed.   The  date  of  blooming  of  some  of  the  principal  varieties  of  fruit  range 
as  follows: 


Peaches 

Date  full  bloom 

plums 

Date  full  bio 

Mamie  Ross 

March  S 

Eagle 

March  IS 

Salway 

10 

Compass  Cherry 

27 

Indian  Blood 

14 

Omaha 

2S 

Triumph 

Ik 

Bur  bank 

15 

Elberta 

10 

Weaver 

27 

Honey 

Feby.  25 

Milton 

Early  Wheeler 

March  Ik 

Early  June 

16 

Lemon  Free 

Ik 

Gonaades 

16 

Superb 

IS 

Wild  Goose 

16 

Carman. 

Ik 

Funk 

12 

Texas  King 

16 

Minco 

2k 

Native  (wild) 

April  1 

Maximum  temperature  S4:  minimum  kO;  wind  velocity  S.6  miles;  evaporation 
2,08  inches;  precipitation  .09  inch. 
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Colby: 

Winter  wheat  on  all  plats  has  come  through  the  winter  in  good  condi- 
tion.   Winter  wheat  on  all  plats  except  the  continuous  stubbled-in  on  milo 
and  corn  ground  looks  uniformly  good.     In  fact  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  wheat  is  too  far  advanced  for  this  time  of  the  year1,  except  on  the  plats 
noted  above.    Spring  is  up  uniformly  good  on  all  plats  ,    Barley  is  coming 
through  on  all  platis,    Oats  are  just  beginning  to  come  up  good.    The  cold 
weather  the  last  pa?i  of  the  week  nipped  the  tips  of  the  leaves  of  all  grains* 

There  is  slightly  less  than  the  normal  amount  of  moisture  in  the  sur- 
face foot,  while  in  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  feet  there  is  slightly 
more  than  the  usual  s.vevag?  amount.    Boil  moisture  sampling  was  started  the 
previous  week  and  continued  during  the  present  week* 

Do  damage  has  been  done  to  any  of  the  station  plats  by  spring  blowings 
Precipitation  for  the  week  »lo  inch;  maximum  temperature  S5»  minimum  21, 

Dalharts    Report y  week  £piil  U« 

The  weather  conditions  for  the  past  two  weeks  has  been  unfavorable* 
There  has  been  a  high  wind  movement,  causing  soil  blowing  to  a  great  extent , 
in  this  section.    M'O  soil  blowing,  occurred  on  the  station  as  it  had  been 
previously  cultivated.    There  was  a  light  snow  last  week  accompanied  by  heavy 
winds. 

Hard  free fee ^  have  occurred  in  this  section  in  the  last  two  weeks, 
killing  all  fruit  that  had  been  in  bloom.,    The  warm  weather  during  the  winter 
caused  the  trees  to  begin  to  leaf  out,  fruit  buds  to  open  early,  and  grass 
to  green  up.    The  tx'eer  and  fxuit  have  been  given  a  setback,  but  the  grass 
is  uninjured. 

Several  hundred  shade  trees  were  given  away  by  this  station  the  first 
of  March.    Many  farmers  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  improve 
their  treeless  farms.    These  trees  were  mostly  from  cuttings  which  were 
planted  last  spring.    More  cuttings  were  planted  a  short  time  ago  for  dis- 
tribution next  year* 

Some  spring  plowing  was  done  the  first  of  the  month  in  which  volun- 
teer rye  was  turned  under  for  the  planting  of  corn#    Plats  W  and  X  of  the 
listing  methods  (milo)  were  listed  today.    Oats  are  coming  up  in  fine  shape 
and  prospects  are  favorable  for  a  good  yield  this  year.    Winter  rye  is  look- 
ing good  and  is  covering  the  ground.    Winter  wheat  in  this  section  of  the 
Panhandle  is  reported  as  looking  good*    This,  however,  is  on  the  hard  land 
which  is  not  bothered  with  soil  blowing.    Wheat  on  the  more  sandy  land  will 
not  compete  with  rye. 

Dalhart : 

One  nice  day  was  substituted  for  a  windy  one  in  the  busy  rush  of  the 
weather  conditions.    Just  before  dinner  on  the  k  a  sudden  rain  blew  up 
accompanied  by  considerable  hail.    The  hail  was  small,  about  like  "peas", 
and  did  no  damage.    This  is  all  the  precipitation  that  fell  this  month,  of 
any  consequence,    Several  days  have  been  quite  cold  the  past  weeko 

Field  work  for  the  week  consisted  of  plowing  and  some  cultivating. 
The  soil  is  turning  over  in  fine  shape,  with  plenty  of  moisture  present. 
The  plowing  is  being  done  at  this  time  to  kill  a  volunteer  crop  of  oats 
that  survived  the  winter.    Some  tree  planting  was  done  during  the  week, 
also  pruning  of  some  of  the  larger  trees  * 
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Dalhart,  continued,: 

The  small  grain  crors  are  looking  good,  and  making  fair  progress. 
Sweet  clover  is  coming  thick  on  one  aeries  that  has  V'eor  in  clover  for  two 
years.    The  crop  wen':  to  seed  last  fall  and  a  good  stand  is  coming  up  in  a 
crop  of  oats, 

Havre  s 

The  winter  season  has  "been  unusually  mild  and  the  early  part  of  the 
reason  has  been  drier-...  Ssb^eiabeffj  December 8  January s  and  February  were  ail 
above  normal  as  to  Semper  attires  •  The  precipitation  for  these  months  is  as 
follows  J  January  „05  iadij  Sfefcrpafcy  «06  inch,-  March  1*81  inches,  that  for 
March  being  nearly  five  times  the  norma:1,  for  Ifi  years* 

Although  pr&stically  ao&3  cf  the  winter  wheat  germinated  last  fall, 
the  prospects  at  prssenn  are  tRiEraallj  good  for  a  stands    Th.e  growth  as  well 
as  the  stand  is  at  present  'better  on  fallow  and  corn  land  than  it  is  on  land 
that  was  plowed  last  fall «.    On  the  latter  some  of  the  plants  apparently 
partially  germinated  last  fall  and  later  dried  out  to  m$h  an  extent  that  the 
plants  died*    Winder  ryy  is  generally  good  on  the  station  even  on  fall  plow- 
ing, and  the  reports  from  the  surrounding  country  are  favorable* 

There  has  been  no  field  work  on  the  station  yet  .this  spring*  There 
was  some  spring  wheat  seeded  the  last  week  in  February  and  some  plowing  and 
seeding  the  last  week  in  March  ia  this  county.    Unless  conditions  continue 
'favorable  there  will  be  a  reduced  acreage  in  this  immediate  section  of  the 
State* 

Hays: 

The  climatic  conditions  during  the  late  fall  and  winter  were  such  that 
the  physical  condition  of  the  surface  soil  was  reduced  to  a  condition  which 
was  very  favorable ■ for  sell  blowing. 

Heavy  winds  during  January  and  February  started  the  soil  on  many  of 
the  winter  whsa«  fields  moving,  and  quite  a  little  damage  was  done  during 
Februarys    Frequent  heavy  winds  during  March  greatly  increased  the  damage  in 
this  section  of  the  country.    There  are  certain  localities  where  practically 
all  the  wheat  has  blown  out,  as  much  as  1,000  acres  *    In  other  localities  it 
is  about  half  out  and  in  still  other  localities  the  damage  is  slight. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  50  per  cent  of  the  wheal  in  this  county  has 
been  blown  out*    I  think  perhaps  this  may  be  a  little  large  for  the  amount 
lost  due  to  blowing  alones  but  after  considerable  wheat  had  been  slightly 
damaged,  and  which  would  have  recovered  under  fair  conditions,  it  was  killed 
by  a  sudden  drop  in  temperature  -  to  about  10  degrees  above  zero  on  fl&irch 
28  -  and  it  again  cropped  to  15  degrees  above  on  March  30«    These  freezes 
were  accompanied  by  several  days  of  28  to  30  degree  minimaais.    These  freezes 
killed  all  late  and  backward  wheat  which  had  not  been  damaged  by  blowing* 
It  appears  now  that  the  loss  of  winter  wheat  duo  to  blowing  and  freezing  to- 
gether is  not  less  than  50  per  cent.    Quite  likely  in  this  county  it  is  more 
nearly  So  per  cent* 

The  station  is  a  heavy  loser,  having  lost  three-*  fourths  of  its 
commercial  fields*    Tho  Dry  Land  project  has.  under  the  circumstances  been 
very  fortunate  in  having  lost  no  plats  of  winter  wheat  from  blowing.  How- 
ever, seven  plats  seeded  on  corn  and  kafir  svubble  ground,  and  the  late  fall 
plowed  ground  upon  which  the  wheat  had  made  a  less  vigorous  growth,  and  some 
cf  which  had  suffered  slightly  from  blowing,  was  damaged  very  badly  by  the 
freezing, 


Hays,  continued? 


On  some  of  these  plats  there  seems  to  be  as  maeh  as  85  Pe-"  c°nt  absolutely 
killed*    The  wheat  on  the  remainder  of  the  project  is  looking  very  well,  in 
fact,  there  is  still  more  growth  than  there  should  be  at  this  time  of  the 
year,    The  fsceeae  cheeked  the  growth  for  a  few  days  which  was  a  very  good 
thing  for  this  whe-io 

Generally  through  the  county  the  fields  that  have  suffered  most  are 
those  which  were  see&o4  lates  or  on  fields  where  the  soil  was  worked  too 
much  and  too  'ih>*  diso,  Off  rather  the  improper  use  of  the  disc 

deserves  its  share  of  the  sredit  for  the  damage  in  this  section* 

Two  inches  of  s&ltt  on  April  k  and  5  h^s  improved  conditions  a  great 
deal*    All  spring  grains  seeded  on  the  Dry  Land  project  March  22  and  23 
are  coming  -up  nicely  end  do  not  appear  to  have  been  damaged  by  the  freezes. 

The  station  is  now  busy  r ©seeding  the  blown  out  wheat  fields  to 
barley  and  likewise  the  farmers  are  sowing  a  large  acreage  of  barley  this 
spring.    The  ground  is  in  fine  condition  for  seeding  since  the  rains* 

Huntley:  Report (  week  April  2, 

The  past  winter  has  been  an  unusually  mild  and  open  one.  Tempera- 
tures have  generally  beev*  above  normal,  there  feeing  but  two  "cold  snaps" 
when  the  mercury  dropped  be.  cm  the  *ero  mark  for  more  than  two  or  three  days 
in  succession.    The  first  or  these  occasions  was  the  third  week  in  December, 
when  the  minimum  for  the  winter  was  reached.    This  minimum  was  26  degrees 
below  zero.    During  the  middle  of  February  a  low  temperature  of  IS  degrees 
below  zero  occurred*, 

Wind  velocity  has  been  somewhat  above  normal,  and  in  some  sections 
considerable  damage  has  been  reported  from  soil  blowings    This  occurred 
chiefly  on  summer  fallowed  land. 

Precipitation  for  the  period  September  1  to  March  31 1  inclusive, 
totaled  for  the  past  winter s  2e$g  inches s  while  the  normal  for  that  period 
is  inches*    The  months  of  September f  October,  and  November  were  par- 

ticularly dry.    Snowfall  wad  very  light  and  the  snow  that  did  not  blow  away 
melted  a  day  or  two  after  it  fell  and  the  wind  quickly  dried  up  the  small 
amount  of  moisture  thus  formed.    '/There  the  snow  accumulated  in  drifts  before 
melting,  the  moisture  supply  was  greater. 

Because  of  the  dry  seed-bed  in  September,  winter  wheat  was  planted 
comparatively  deep  to  avoid  germination  and  subsequent  killing  out,  due  to 
light  and  scattered  showers c    Much  of  this  seed  was  germinated  from  time  to 
time  during  the  winter  -  in.  spots  over  the  field  -  where  there  was  sufficient 
moisture  from  melting  snow  to  renetrate  to  the  depth  of  planting*    Some  of 
this  germinated  seed  made  enough  growth  to  reach  the  surface  of  the  ground 
while  the  rest  of  it  was  just  beginning  to  sprout  or  was  in  a  swollen  con- 
dition before  it  dried  up.    The  seed  which  had  not  germinated  during  the 
winter  has  been  started  by  the  March  precipitation  and  is  now  coming  through 
the  ground.    Prom  present  indications  the  stand  promises  to  be  extremely  thin 
on  most  plats,  and  it  is  possible  that  these  plats  may  have  to  be  reseeded 
to.  spring  wheat* 

March  precipitation  has  put  the  gro\md  in  shape  so  as  to  make  a  fair 
job  of  spring  plowing  possible,  and  this  has  already  been  finished  on  the 
rotations  and  on  part  of  field  G D    Discing  and  harrowing  of  corn  stubble  land 
and  summer  fallow  has  been  completed  on  field  He    Fall-plowed  ground  was  just 
as  cloddy  and  dry  this  spring  as  it  was  when  plowed  last  fall.    This  is  an 
unusual  condition  as  generally  fall  plowing  works  down  into  a  finer  seed  bed 
than  spring  plowing  in  this  section*    By  using  a  heavily  weighted  roller, 
disc,  harrow  and  in  some  cases  rolling  again,  most  of  the  clods  were  broken 
up  and  crushed  into  the  ground  where  they  will  have  a  better  chance  to  soak 
up  when  it  rains. 
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Huntley,  continued; 

The  last  few  days  have  been  warm  and  alfalfa,  brome  grass,  and  weeds 
have  begun  to  show  green*    Volunteer  grains  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence 
this  spring* 

Maximum  temperature  SO;  minimum  15;  precipitation  T. 
Huntley; 

Monday  was  the  only  day  during  the  past  week  when  field  work  has  been 
possible,  owing  to  enow9  S'ain-  and  sleet  g terms 5  occurring  Tuesday,  Wednes- 
day, and  Thursday.    Sine 3  then  the  ground  has  been  too  wet  to  work.  The 
time  has  been  devoted  to  cutting  and  painting  about  1100  plat  stakes  for  use 
on  the  various  project f  or  the  farm* 

Maximum  temperature  8os  minimum  20;  precipitation  «40  inch. 

Lawton: 

As  a  winter  month  sVanuary  was  very  mild.    The  minimum  temperature 
ranged  from   17  to  *5  6 £gr©ee  and  the  mafcimtaa  ranged  from  32  to  fk  degrees. 
Th.e  wind  movement  was  about  the  average  for  the  month,  ranging  from  1,4  to 
11 -5  Eftles  per  hour*    The  prscipit&fcion  was  very  slightly  above  normal.  On 
the  11  and       snow  fe!ll  to  a  depth  of  two  and  one  half  inches  and  four  and 
one  half  inches  respectively.    The  latter  amount  is  considered  as  rather, 
heavy  for  this  country* 

Mild  weather  conticaed  through  February  until  about  the  IS,  when 
snow  fell  to  a  depth  of  ee-j'en  and  one  half  inches,  on  the  level.    At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  storm  the  snow  was  wet  and  melted  to  a  considerable  extent. 
This  is  one  of  the  heaviest  snow  storms  ever  recorded  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  state.    On  the  %%s  the  minimem  temperature  registered  10  degrees 
above  ge??c8  which  was  one  of  the  lowest  points  reached  during  the  winter. 
Relatively  mild  temperatures  quickly  followed  the  storm  and  the  snow  did 
not  remain  lorg, 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  month  was  a  little  above  normal.  The 
maximum  ranged  from  31  to  79  degrees.,  while  the  minimum  varied  from  10  to 
42  degrees*    The  wind  movement  lor  the  month  was  about  normal.    The  veloci- 
ty (wind)  varied  from  2  to  13 ,2  miles  per  hour,    A  wind  velocity  cf  more 
than  10  miles  per  hour  for  a  24-hour  period  was  exceeded  only  on  four  dates, 
Precipitation  for  the  month  was  only  *20  inch  above  normal. 

The  month  of*  February  as  a  whole  was  unusually  favorable  for  farm 
operations  of  all  kinds*    Vegetation  showed  signs  of  very  early  growth* 

Fruit  treest  shade  trees,,  and  ornamental  shrubs  budded  very  early  and 
some  of  them  were  displaying  minature  leaves  by  the  first  of  March,  Winter 
wheat  made  a  very  good  growth  during  the  month  and  oats  seeded  at  this  time 
resulted  in  good  stands  within  a  very  short  time* 

The  mild  winter  weather  enabled  cotton  farmers  to  gather  the  last  of 
their  crop,    Picking  was  continued  in  some  fields  as  late  as  March  15  to 
April  1,    The  market  ranged  from  1^  to  5^  per  pound*    Wages  for  picking 
finally  dropped  to  about        per  pound.    It  is  estimated  that  Comanche 
county  ginned  about  l6f0C0  bales  of  the  1920  crop.    The  acreage  of  the  1921 
crcp  in  this  county  will  b3  reduced  about  50  per  cent,  according  to  present 
estimates. 

The  mild  winter  was  very  favorable  to  forage  and  truck  crop  insect 
pests  of  all  sorts,    The  6ree\i  bag  infestation  from  ffesas  made  its  first  ap- 
pearance in  Love  county,  Oklahoma  early  in  February  and  spread,  rapidly  as 
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Lawton,  continued: 

far  as  southern  Kansas  by  March  Ik,    Although  there  has  "been  Some  drnags  in 
this  county  the  present  indications  are  that       .  parasites  will  largely 
control  the  Green  bug.    0rang3  leaf  Bust  appeared  early  and  considerable 
dan-age  was  showing  during  the  latter  part  of  March*    The  damage  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  however,  seems  to  be  somewhat  ab-tedc    Chinch  bugs  showed  up  very 
early  in  the  season  and  are  more  numerous  than  usual  at  thi  s  time  of  the 
year  throughout  She  county  3 

Ccnsiderable  material  for  oil  emulsion  spray  solution  has  been  pre- 
pared on  the  station  to  combat  the  infestation  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  do 
so  in  the  near  furvri-  s 

Several  heavy  frosts  have  occurred  ca-'lng  the  first  10  days  of  April 
and  the  weather  has  been  cold,,  windy,  and  disagreeable*    A  wind  velocity 
of  15  to  IS  miles  per  }icv,r  diwlug  the  day  time  has  generally  prevailed  up 
to  the  present  time,,  this  month*    On  the  28  and  29  of  March  heavy  freezes 
killed  practically  all  of,  the  fruit  in  the  State*    It  is  reported  that  there 
may  be  a  few  apples  and  present  indications  are  favorable  to  a  fair  produc- 
tion of  small  fruity  especially  strawberries  and  dewberries*. 

Corn  was  plani-e-X  oa  the  station  April  12;  which  is  a  little  later  than 
usual .    The  delay  was  oav.sed  by  cold,  web  weather*    0atsvs3*:>  planted  on  the 
16  of  February  and  good  cii-Ede  were  obtained,    About  Ik  acres  of  oats  MSa-re 
also  planted  for  feet?., 

Alfalfa  was  n?sc';.sd  on  Gm®  stubble  without  any  preparation,  on  March  17* 
Although  this  ia  considered  m  ^usually  poor  method  of  preparation  an  excel- 
lent stand  was  aaewrodo    this  *oxk  was  done  on  a  small  tract  of  land  with  the 
idea  of  gradually   prevent ins  washing,  which  has  given  considerable  trouble. 

All  field  work  is      in  excellent  shape  and  considerable  time  has  been 
spent  on  repair  and  improvement  of  roads  which  lead  to  the  west  end  of  the 
station* 

The  Cooperative  Crop  Pcporting  Service  of  the  fcsate  estimates  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  wheac  at  69  per  cent  of  normal,  or  7  per  cent  better  than 
the  average  for  wheat  for  the" past  ten  years,  on  April  1. 

Farm  labor  supply  is  reported  as  one  fourth  great ed  than  a  year  ago, 
and  as  97  per  cent  of  normal,  while  the  demand  is  only  73  per  cent  of  normal. 

North  Platte? 

The  spring  to  date  has  been  dry  and  open*    February  and  March  tempera- 
tures averaged  9.7  and  g«l  degrees  above  normal  respectively. 

Field  wo?k  was  begun  the  first  week  of  March,  and  has  progressed  with 
but  few  interruptions.    Seeding  of  spring  grains  on  the  Dry  land  Plat  was 
completed  March  2U,  and  potatoes  were  planted  April  '2*   There  is  sufficient 
moisture  for  germination,  and  spring  grains  have  emerged  with  good  stands 
on  all  plats. 

Winter  grains  came  through  the  winter  with  fair  stands,  and  the  fields 
are  now  as  green  as  they  were  on  the  corresponding  date  in  May  1920. 

Tucumcari  t 

Weather  conditions  here  the  past  week  have  been  changeable ,  There 
were  some  nice  days,  some  windy,  and  some  both  windy  and  cold.    There  has  not 
been  as  much  hard  wind  here  this  spring  as  last*    On  the  k  a  small  rain  fell 
bit  not  enough  to  amount  to  much. 
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Tucumcari,  continued: 

Field  work  for  the  week  has  consisted  of  hauling  manure.  listings 
hauling  water  to  the  cattle,   cutting  stalks,  fixing  genoes.,  trimming  hedge 
and  planting  100  western  yellow  pine.    Last  week  100  Jurdperus-mono sperma 
were  plantedo    T'hese  trees  if/are  furnished  by  the  Forest  Service  "by  request. 

Trees  are  in  leaf  he:,  e  and  some  fruit  is  in  bloom.    The  peaches  and 
all  the  early  fruit  perished  in  a  recent  freezing  spell* 

One  steer  in  the  steer,  feeding  experiment  had  to  be  killed  a  few  days 
ago»    He  ato  too  much,  got  indigestion,  bloated,  and  was  ruptuffeda  The 
bloating  caused  a  severe  rapture  which  render eo.  the  animal  useless ^    All  the 
possible  al.»  failed  -co  help  in  the  case,    The  medicine  administered  helped 
to  open  the  bowels  bit  the  action  was  too  slow  to  benefit «    This  feeding  test 
will  end  next  week  9  en  the  lGs  but  will  be  carried  over  until  the  13  or  20 
before  slaughter  tests  will  be  mades    Al?  other  cattle  are  doing  nicely, 
G^ass  is  greening  up  and  pasture  will  be  considerably  earlier  than  last  year  a 
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Akrons 

The  fore  part  of  the  week  was  favorable  for  field  work,  and  reeding 
on  the  Cereal  Project  was  finished*    Firs'*  date  and  variety  experiment  with 
corn  we?  planted  and  some  Discing  of  increase  fields  was  done,  the  tractor 
being  used  fes  this  letter  wo*?ko    4o  q&A  times  work  was  devoted  to  building 
gates  for  the  sheep  pastures  and  in  repairing  the  windmill.    An  important 
casting  cf  the  windmill  batiks  oho  for 3  part  of  the  week,,  so  temporarily  we 
are  withouc  the  ur-e  cf  the  Hyda  0  'Pneumatic  system* 

3y  far  the  worst  storm  of  the  winter  tost  upon  this  region  Thursday, 
and  Continued  until  feodsgr  ( Saturday )i    It  is  yet  too  ©arly  to  get  figures 
on  the  total  precipitation,)  but  it  is  expected  that  ib  win  amount  to  about 
two  inches*    Enough  very  hard  on  stock  this  storm  will  prove  of  inestimable 
value  to  crop  prospects  for  ehe  coming  seasson« 

Ifeximum  temperature  7os  oa  the  12;  minimum  16,  on  the  10;  precipitation 
not  determinedc 

Big  Springs 

The  week  has  been  eh;-  and  windy,  with  no  precipitation.    last  week  we 
reported  that  we  had  hod  no  ewodstcrms  of  consequence  this  year*    This  week 
changed  this  condition  and'we  have  had  three  bad  sandstorms  the  last  half  of 
the  week*.  Hot  much  damage  hay  been  done  on  the  statlon8  but  some  cultivating 
will  have  to  be  dons  in  the  fields  to  stop  bhe  drifting  soil-    This  morning 
(Saturday)  a  hard  cold  wind  is  blowing  from  the  north  and  it  may  get  cold 
enough    for  frost  or  freeze*    The  date  plantings  were  made  on  the- 15>  ..but 
owing  to  the  top  soil  being  dry  it  will  be  hard  to  secure  a  stand  on  these 
plats  unless  wc  got  a  rein  within  the  next  few  days*    Considerable  soil  blow- 
ing has  occurred  on  the  sandy  land  farms  to  the  north  of  the  station*  The 
hard  west  wand  yesterday  and  the  day  before  has  blown  off  lots  of  the  peach- 
es and  plums  from  the  tresso    However,  an  extra  heavy  crop  of  fruit  had  set 
on  the  trees  and  this  thinning  will  be  an  advantage,  unless  the  entire  crop 
is  killed  by  a  late  freeze - 

Maximum  temperature  8?7s  minimum  35»  wind  velocity  8.5  miles;  evaporation 
2.03  inches;  precipitation  0* 

Colby: 

The  past  week  has  not  been  conducive  to  good  growth  on  any  of  the  grain 
plats*    The  second  lowest  temperature  of  the  year  was  recorded  on  the  10.  This 
low  temperature  nipped  the  spring  grains  which  were  just  coming  up  to  a  good 
stand,  but  the  warmer  weather  during  the  middle  of  the  week  caused  them  to 
recuperate  so  that  no  damage  will  probably  result*    Moisture  sampling  was  con- 
tinued during  the  week  and  some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  the 
evaporation  even  to.  maintain  a  uniform  temperature - 

The  first  "^ain  of  the  growing  season  cams  this  week*    There  is  a  good 
amount  of  moisture  in  the  surface  foot  now.    This  was  badly  needed  as  the 
surface  foot  was  exceptionally  dry  for  the  small  grains  just  seeded*    A  snow 
the  night  of  the  15  of  about  three  inches  drifted  considerably* 
Maximum  temperature  85 ;  minimum  8";  precipitation  1,64  inches. 
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Dalhart : 

Weather  conditions  for  the  past  week  have  been  very  disagreeable j  high 
winds  have  prevailed  all  week  with  the  exception  of  one  day.    Most  of  the  time 
it  has  been  cold  with  considerable  greezing*    One  rain  occurred  during  the 
week  amounting  to  one  half  ar.  inchc    Two  other  small  showers  fell,  but  not 
to  do  much  good, 

Field  wcrk  for  the  week  consisted  of  plowing,  dragging  roads,  pruning 
trees  and  planting  ar'bcr  vitae  in  the  windbreak  strip  to  replace  ones  that 
died  last  year*    P!afe3  |S6  and  167-B  were  plowed  at  this  time  in  order  to 
turn  the  volunteer  rye  under  before  it  got  large  enough  to  tap  the  ground* 
Plowing  in  the  general  fle-24  was  completed  during  the  weeks    -Some  clay  and 
other  dirt  was  hauled  and  put  in  the  low  pieces  around  some  of  the  buildings 
where  the  soil  had  blown  out  considerably.    'There  still  remains  some  hauling 
to  be  done  in  order  to  finish  the  filling* 

The  seed  for  spring  plaiting  which  was  stored  in  the  head  during  the 
winter  is  being  threshed  and  cleaned 0    dhere  still  remains  several  days  work 
with  this  threshing  and  cleaning*    This  work  is  being  done  on  days  that  are 
too  disagreeable  to  work  outside. 

Maximum  temperature  7&J  minimum  12;  precipitation  *^2  inch. 

Dickinson: 

Field  work  war?  starred  on  the  station  March  195  when  discing  was  start- 
ed on  sod.    Due  to  gtorn^  weather  not  much  was  accomplished  until  April  1,  and 
seeding  of  increase  wheat  was  begun  April  2.    Another  cold  spell  stopped  field 
work  until  this  week6  which  has  been  favorable.    Plowing  on  the  rotations  has 
been  completed,  and  if  favorable  weather  continues  wheat,  oats,  and  barley 
will  be  seeded  early  next  week*    Wheat  varieties  for  the  Cereal  Project  have 
been  seeded,  together  with  practically  all  of  the  increase  wheat 0 

The  past  winter  has  been  the  most  open  and  favorable  of  record  at  this 
station.    A  minimum  bemperai.ure  of  23  degrees  below  was  recorded  December  27, 
but  this  and  all  other  cold  spells  have  been  of  short  duration.    January  and 
February  9*5  anci  12. 5  degrees  above  the  average  for  those  months,  while  March 
was  above  the  average  in  moan  temperature.    There  has  been  less  than  average 
snowfall,  but  the  soil  is  in  excellent  condition  for  tillage  operations. 

Maximum  temperature  65;  minimum  13;  precipitation  .02.    Precipitation  for 
January  was  .23  inch;  February  .35  inch;  March  1.01  inch;  and  April  to  date 
.31  inch. 

Garden  City: 

The  weather  during  the  past  two  weeks  has  varied  from  the  fine  growing 
weather  of  spring  to  freezing  temperatures  and  blizzards  of  winter.  The 
temperature  dropped  to  17  degrees  above  zero  on  the  night  of  April  10.  This 
freeze  did  very  little  damage  as  the  two  freezes  ten  days  previous  killed  all 
of  the  fruit  blossoms  that  were  out  at  that  time.    Today,  April  l6,  we  are 
having  a  regular  blizzard,  and  snow  storm,  with  the  temperature  down  to  26 
degrees  above  zero0 

We  have  had  a  good  many  days  of  high  winds  this  spring  which  caused 
considerable  damage  to  the  winter  wheat,  due  to  soil "blowing*    The  damage 
due  to  soil  blowing  this  year  was  much  less  than  that  of  last  spring.    Up  to 
April  5  the  soil  wa3  so  dry  that  it  did  not  require  much  wind  to  start  it 
moving,  but  a  half  an  inch  of  rain  on  this  date  moistened  the  ground  to  such 
an  extent  that  we  have  had  no  trouble  from  blowing  since. 
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Garden  City,  continued: 

The  small  spring  grains  which  were  planted  the  last  of  March  are  up  to 
a  good  stand,  'brut  are  growing  «/eyy  slowly  because  the  soil  has  not  warmed  up 
to  any  extent  as  yet,    A  two  Inch  rain  fell  this  week,  which  ought  to  give 
the  small  grains  a  good  startj  as  soon  as  it  verms  ap« 

Maximum  temperature  #3;  minj.mom  16;  precipitation  for  two  weeks  2.57  inches. 

Havre ; 

Plowing  cn  the  notations  was  started  cn  Monday  of  this  week,  and  as 
there  have  been  no  interruptions  the  preparation  for  seeding  is  nearly  complete 
on  all  small  grain  plats,    it  was  noted  in  the  plowing  that  all  plats  that 
were  in  stubble  during  the  wintetf  contain  much  mnre  moisture  than  do  the  plats 
that  were  in  corn  last  season0    Some  of  the  latter  that  were  on  the  high  land 
of  the  project  were  moist  only  to  a  depth  of  four  inches,  while  the  stubble 
land  was  moist  to  a&epth  of  from  eight  to  twelve  inches.    The  varieties  of 
small  grains  is  the  Giily  seeding  that  has  teen  done  on  the  station^  however, 
in  the  community  seeding  is  woil  under  ?yay« 

Mr,  Campbell ,  county  agent  for  this  county,  reports  that  his  office 
has  sent  in  ovsr  a  thousand  applications  coming  under  the  Federal  Seed  Loan 
Fund,  and  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  nearly  enough  blank  applica- 
tions to  supply  the  dsraaad  to  farmers  of  Hill  county.    From  present  indica- 
tions it  would  seam  that  timers  will  be  not  more  than  forty  per  cent  of  the 
plowed  land  of  this  county  that  will  be  seeded.    Had  it  not  been  for  the 
Federal  Seed  Loan  Act,  which  provided  loans  for  seed,  this  percentage  would 
have  been  much  lower « 

Weather  during  the  week  has  been  characterised  by  strong  cold  east 
winds,  with  much  threatening  weather.    There  was5  however,  only  .03  inch 
of  precipitation.    The  minimum  reading  of  24  degrees  was  recorded  on  the 
night  of  the  15,  ~ 

Hays: 

All  the  spring  grains  on  the  project  are  up  to  a  good  stand  and  are 
apparently  not  being  damaged  by  the  £reezes?  unless  the  blizzard  of  last 
night  caused  injury.    This  morning  the  ground  was  covered  with  about  an  inch 
of  ice  and  snow.    The  effects  of  this  storm  on  the  crops  cannot  be  reported 
at  this  writing. 

The  fields  are  very  wet  and  the  roads  heavy. 
Maximum  temperature  77;  minimum  21;  precipitation  on  the  mornings  of  the 
13,  14,  15,  and  16  total  1.60  inches.    This  amount  following  I.99  inches 
which  fell  during  the  previous  week  kept  the  ground  too  wet  to  permit  of  arty 
field  work,  except  some  staking  and  hand  work,.    Three  nights  during  the  week 
the  temperature  dropped  below  the  freezing  point 0 

Huntley: 

Fair  weather  has  permitted  field  work  every  day  this  week.    The  snow 
and  rain  of  a  week  ago  did  much  to  soften  up  the  clods  in  the  plats  which  had 
been  rolled  previously  and  by  again  discing  and  harrowing  them  good  seed  beds 
were  obtained. 

All  seeding  has  been  completed  on  the  rotations  with  the  exception  of 
corn  and  brome  grass.    It  has  been  too  windy  to  seed  the  latter.    In  the  pas- 
cure  rotations  seeding  has  been  completed  except  for  corn.    The  ground  for 
the  duplicate  perennial  pastures  and  for  the  miscellaneous  crop  work  is  in 
shape  for  planting  and  the  plats  have  been  staked  cut. 


Huntley;  continued: 

Winter  wheat  and  rye  growth  is  discouraging  aerd,  farmers  are  reseeding 
their  fall  wheat  ground  to  spring  wheat-.  Stubble  and  grass  land  is  very  dry 
and  but  little  growth  bar:  started  on  the  rangee 

Maximum  temperatures  72»  minimum  17;  precipitation  0» 

Lawton: 

Cold,,  disagreeable  weacher  has  prevailed  the  past  week  with  the  ex- 
ception of  i.wo  days*    All  corn  plats  were  planted  the  12  and  date  plantings 
of  grain  sorgftrcra,  fo-age  sorghumc,  end  cotton  wore  made  the  lk»    Some  harrow- 
ing and  discing  was  done  ear.ly  in  the  week  and  spring  plowing  was  begun  the 
15- 

Wind  velocity  for  eight  hours,  beginning  S.OO  a„m<,  this  date  (the  l6) 
has  averaged  2Se2  ndles  per  ham  »    Very  little  blowing  has  occurred,  but  the 
surface  soil  is  drying  rapi&iy  and  will  move  coca  unless  the  wind  velocity 
decreases* 

Maximum  temperature  77;  minimum  32  on  the  11;  precipitation  »2l  inch; 
average  wind  velocity  2,0  miles  per  hours 

Mar.dan: 

Horticulture* 

Cabbage,  celery,  and  tomato  plants  for  the  farm  garden  have  been  trans- 
planted in  flats  in  the  greenhouse e  Four  hotbeds  have  teen  started  and  partly 
filled  with  tomato  plants  for  ths  breeding  plato 

The  lawns  were  raked  and  some  replanting  of  shrubbery  was  done  on  the 
grounds*    The  land  now  being  in  fine  condition,  harrowing  of  several  field 
plats  was  commerced  the  latter  part  of  the  week*    The  mulch  on  the  fall  plant- 
ed seed  beds  was  removed© 

Agronomy  0 

The  past  winter  has  been  vtry  mild,  perhaps  one  of  the  mildest  in  the 
history  of  bhe  State* 

The  precipitation  for  the  winter  has  been  below  normal  to  the  first  of 
April.    The  soil  at  the  present  time  is  rather  dry,  and  is  not  in  as  good 
condition  for  seeding  as  in  the  spring  of  19^0* 

Field  work  on  the-  rotations  started  on  April  k,  but  was  delayed  because 
of  cold  weather  and  light  blizzards.  The  rotations  are  now  being  lined  tip  and 
will  be  ready  for  seeding  early  in  the  week. 

Date  cf  seeding  of  flax  and  the  seeding  of  wheat  varieties  for  the 
Cereal  office  will  be  finished  today. 

The  winter  wheat  which  was  seeded  on  the  station  last  fall  under  differ- 
ent conditions  has  not  come  through  the  winter*    If  winter  wheat  cannot  come 
through  as  mild  a  winter  as  the  one  just  past,  it  seems  that  there  is  not  much 
use  in  seeding  it* 

Arboricul ture. 

Field  work  began  April  1,  when  breaking  was  done  in  a  portion  of  the 
cow  pasture  that  is  to  be" included  in  the  shelterbeit  nursery  field.  Plowing 
was  done  on  various  small  experimental  plats  5n  which  trees  failed  entirely 
last  summer. 

Discing  and  harrowing  in  Field  E  and  Field  0  was  done  preparatory  to 
planting  as  soon  as  shipping  is  over. 

In  order  to  get  a  start  on  the  blister  beetle  all  caragana  hedges  were 
(Sultivated  April  1,  in  order  io  disturb  the  eggs  of  this  beetle  and  the  grass- 
hopper eggs  on  which  the  young  beetle  larva  feed.    It  is  hoped  that  by  doing 
this  quite  a  number  may  be  destroyed  before  they  hatch  out. 
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Mandan,  continued: 

Shipping  began  the  lU  ,  of  stock  for  the  demonstration  shelter-belt 
plantings  in  %cxning,  South  Dakota^  and  Western  Montana.    Both  deciduous 
and  coniferous  stock  is  being  shipped  as  usual  this  year*    Up  to  date  190 
shipments  have  been  made* 

North  Platte j 

April  weather  to  date  hag  been  less  favorable  to  crop  growth  and  the 
accomplishment  cf  farm  work  fchssa  was  most  of  March*    High  winds  have  blown  al- 
most continuously  >    The  average  wind  velocity  at  the  Table  station  for  the 
half  month  ending  today  is  11  ,5  miles  per  hour*    Two  attempt  at  rain  have 
both  turned  into  sxiovte    The  precipitation  record  for  the  half  month  is  less 
than  one  half  an.  inch*    she  minimum  temperature  raci  IS,  and  the  maximum  S2 
degrees*    Most  of  the  fruit  appears  to  be  killed,.    Spring  grains  have  been 
frozen  back,  but  no  serious  injory  seems  to  have  been  done 

Scott sbluff : 

Weather  conditions  here  the  past  week  have  been  favorable  for  field 
work.    The  spring  apparently  is  opening  up  somewhat  earlier  than  last  year* 
We  have  been  able  to  get  the  spring  tillage  work  completed  and  wheat  and  oats 
have  been  seeded,, 

Winter  precipitation  here  has  been  unusually  light  and  the  soil  was 
quite  dry  in  preparing  fche  seed  beds.    Oonsi&ei'&ble  damage  was  done  by  soil 
blowing  during  the  heavy  winds  in  March*    However,  winter  wheat  and  rye  look 
very  good  with  the  exception  of  the  borders  of  the  plats,  which  were  slightly 
blown  out.    But  little  growth  has  taken  place  this  spring  as  freezing  weather 
occurs  yet  most  every  night 0 

MaxiE&jn  temperature  79;  minimum  15;  precipitation  »26  inch- 
Sheridan: 

Field  work  has  been  possible  at  least  a-  part  of  every  day  during  the  past  week. 
One  rain  occurred,  »k  inch  falling  on  the  evening  of  the  11.    While  this  rain 
delayed  some  of  the  field  work,  it  put  the  surface  soil  in  much  better  condi- 
tion to  work  than  it  was0 

There  is  s-  fairly  good  supply  of  moisture  in  the  surface  soil  that  was 
in  stubble  daring  the  winter.    The  weather  throughout  the  winter  was  quite  mild« 
The  soil  went  into  the  winter  very  dry.    There  was  some  snow  in  the  fall  and  a 
little  at  times  during  the  winter  and  during  the  last  month  that  helped  land  in 
stubble,  but  fall  plowing  and  corn  ground  still  remained  quite  dry.    Field  work 
Was  begun  March  IS  and  has  been  continued  intermittently  since  as  the  weather 
permit  0 

Discing  the  fall  plowed  rotation  plats  was  begun  March  IS,  and  all  plats 
to  be  disced  were  finished  on  the  2i+,    Sweet  clover  to  be  seeded  early  accord- 
ing to  a  new  outline  received  from  the  Forage  office,  and  the  first  date  of  seed- 
ing for  spring  wheat  were  seeded  on  the  23,    Silvermine  oats  for  increase  and 
feed,  and  Sixty  Day  outs  fox  feed  were  seeded  on  the  2$z    The  second  date  of 
seeding  for  spring  wheat  was  seeded  on  April  k9  and  the  third  fcas  seeded  on  the 
15-    All  of  the  plats  for  spring  wheat,  oats,  and  barley  have  been  prepared  for 
sseding  (rotations).    The  spring  wheat  in  the  rotations  was  seeded  yesterday 
(Saturday).    All  of  the  ground  for  the  Forage  crop  work  has  been  plowed  and  D. 
d'.sced  once.    That  for  the  Cereal  work  has  been  double  disced,  and  the  rest  of 
\,ne  ground  for  feed  oats  has  been  double  disced. 


ci- 
rri 


7  1 


....  f.j^K 


Page  6. 


Sheridan,  continued: 

Winter  wheat  seeded  November  1,  in  the  last  date  of  seeding  &egan  to 
emerge  during  she  week*    The  winter  grain  in  the  rotations  did  not  emerge  last, 
fall,  but  warm  weather  the  last  of  February  and  the  first  of  March  caused  io 
to  emerge  about  the  first  of  Srjarclie    The  early  seeded  winter  grain  in  the  rates 
and  dates  of  seeding  emerged  last  fall  only  in  spot a t  but  the  rest  of  it  has 
come  through  during  the  last  month*    Apparently  there  was  no  winter  killing  and 
there  is  &  good  even  stand  of  all  of  the  fall  seeded  grain,  with  the  exception 
cf  the  early  seeded-,  as  noted  above*    fhe  first  date  of  seeding  and  the  oats 
emerged  during  the  vfne\a 

Alfalfa  1 agaa  to  show  green  about  the  2d  of  this  month*    Brome  began  to 
start  about  a  week  earlier  than  the  alfalfa,  and  somewhat  earlier  th3n  the 
native  grass  0    Sweat  clover  began  to  show  only  this  week* 

Maximrm  temperature  70;  minimum  23;  precipitation  March  065  inch;  precipita- 
tion April  up  to  date  9'6k  in  tin;  past  week  ck0  inch* 

Tucumcari : 


On  the  Ik  and  15  there  occurred  the  worst  wind  storm  of  the  season* 
There  was  an  overcast  sky  with  threatening  rain,  small  showers  occurring  at 
times  but  with  no  .beneficial  results*    The  air  was  cold  and  disagreeable* 

There  was  some  soil  blowing  in  the  south  field,  on  the  east  side,  but  not 
to  any  considerable  es-yent*    Another  cultivation  will  put  the  field  in  shape  for 
another  blow.    Shield  work  for  the  week  consisted  of  fixing  fences,  hauling 
water  to  the  cattle,  pairing  dead  grass  from  the  orchard,  and  discing  same  to 
kill  the  young  growth  of  weeds*    Some  clay  was  hauled  for  the  roads. 

The  cattle  were  weighed  on  the  15»    All  have  made  a  good  gain  and  are 
looking  good.    The  steers  in  the  fattening  let  have  made  an  extra  good  gain  and 
are  in  fine  shape  for  slaughter.    The  feeding  experiment  was  to  have  closed  on 
the  16,  but  on  account  of  its  ending  on  Saturday  it  was  extended  to  the  first 
of  next  week,  so  the  meat  could  be  disposed  .of*    Mr.  Foster  of  the  State  College 
will  visit  the  station  at  the  close  of  the  experiment  for  consultation* 

Every  thing  in  the  Tucumcari  section  is  much  farther  advanced  that  in 
northwest  Texas,  in  the  .Oalhart  country* 

Woodward} 

The  past  winter  was  a  very  mild  one  in  this  section,  the  minimum  tempera- 
ture at  this  station  being  9  degrees  above  aero.    We  had  a  considerable  amount 
of  precipitation  but  *ery  little  snow*    The  fore  part  of  the  spring  was  also 
very  mild,  causing  the  fruit  to  bloom  very  early.    Some  of  the  earliest  blooming 
peaches  were  in  full  bloom  by  March  7„    All  of  the  other  tree  fruits  bloomed 
correspondingly  early,    A  very  severe  freeze  on  March  23  killed  all  of  the 
peaches  and  mulberries  and  pears,  and  most  of  the  cherries  and  plums.    A  good 
many  of  the  apples  were  also  killed.    Another  freeze  about  a  week  later  froze 
some  of  the  varieties  that  bloomed  after  the  first  freeze,    A  few  of  the  grapes 
were  far  advanced  to  be  frosen  at  that  time. 

All  of  the  wheat  arid  rye  on  the  plats  is  far  enough  along  to  be  jointed, 
and  some  of  the  rye  is  beginning  to  headr    All  of  the  wheat  and  rye  seems  to 
have  come  through  the  winter  in  good  shape  and  with  a  good  stand,  though  it  is 
rather  spotted  where  it  was  planted  on  disced  milo  and  kafir  ground,  and  rye  is 
very  poor  on  a  plat  which  is  a  duplicate  of  the  MCA  except  that  it  is  disced  at 
planting  time  instead  of  plowed. 

Some  plowing  was  done  on  the  Cereal  Project  during  the  week,  also  a  little 
-ement  work  and  some  work  on  the  roads. 

Maximum  temperature  69;  minimum  35;  average  hourly  wind  velocity  9.4  miles 
per  hour;  evaporation  I.252  inches;  precipitation  .90  inch. 
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Akron: 

The  storm  reported  at-  the  end  ox  last  week  netted  2«2U  inches  of  rain- 
fall.    The  snow  was  estimated  r.-s  six  inohe';9  though  it  was  praotioally  all  to 
he  found  in  drifts.    Since  1.20  inches  of  this  precipitation  fell  as  a  drisallag 
rain  preceding  the  snoW;,  there  has  been  but  very  little  xunoff  end  the  value 
to  crop  prospects  is  groat  indeed.    The  wind  accompanying  the  storm  which  hac 
been  e&vima  i4  as  high  as  So  .zr.leo  per  hear  did  much  damage  to  property 9  both 
in  the  country  and  in  tcw&«    1'he  chief  damage  dons  in  the  oounory  was  to  wind- 
mil^  many  of  which  wa.-e  b? ova*  down  and  otherwise  damaged  •>.    On  the  station  the 
corral  fence  was  blown  down  and  the  east  side  of  the  shelter  formerly  used  by 
Doctors  Shants  and  Srlggg,  and  now  used  as  a  plant-  breeding  plat  ,  was  blown  in« 
in  town  several  plate  g '  r-.v.y  •  windows  were  blown  in* 

•iS Nation  work  the  ri.'  st  part  of  the  week  consisted  of  making  gates  for 
the  sheep  rotation  pastured    Da  Friday  ©lie  four  acre  increase  strip  was  sown 
to  oats  for  feed.    The  last  or  the  week  was  devoted  largely  to  setting  gate 
posts  out  on  the  sheep  sxpsrfme-iii „ 

Barley  on  the  rotations  and  on  the  sheep  rotations  has  emerged  to  a 
good  stand*    Qie  Cereal  fwa&y  was  seeded  doting  the  week*    Another  ewe  was 
taken  sick  during  fene  itfook.,  but  she  is  expected  to  survi^re.    First  lambs  cams 
early  in  the  week,,  -  twine > 

Maximum  teraperaturs  ^3,  qui  the  20?  minimum  18 ■,  on  the  IS;  wind  velocity 
on  the  iGthp  fos'  the  twenty -four  hour  period,  32>k  miles  per  hour,  average; 
precipitation  0o 

Ardmore; 

Wea-ther  conditions  havs  boon  excellent  for  prosecuting  farming  opera- 
tions, and  field  work  at  the  station  is  considerably  further  advanced  than  is 
usual  for  this  time  of  the  season*    lu?  ing  the  week  the  rotation  plats  of  flax 
were  seeded-,    The  date  of  seeding  this  yeas-  was  about  30  days  in  advance  of 
the  average  date  of  seeding  flax  at  this  station.    We  have  not  been  very  suc- 
cessful with  this  crop  in  the  past,  duo  to  the  flax  plats  being  badly  infest- 
ed  with  weeds  *    By  the  early  seeding,  it  is  hoped  to  eliminate  to  some  extent 
the  competition  with  woods e 

The  superintendend  of  the  station  recently  attended  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Wyoming  Stock  Growers  Association  at  Lusk,  Wyoming.    Practically  all 
the  large  cattlemen  of  the  State  of  Wyoming  are  members  of  this  Association, 
and  there  were  at  least  three  hundred  members  present  at  the  meeting,  includ- 
ing the  largest  stock  growers  of  the  State.    The  volume  of  business  transact- 
ed by  the  Association  annually  amounts  to  several  million  dollars  from  the 
inspection  of  astray  cattle.    At  the  annual  meeting  the  range  cattle  business 
was  thoroughly  discussed,  and  the  optimistic  attitude  of  the  cattlemen  who 
have  suffered  such  heavy  financial  losses  during. the  past  year  was  in  keeping 
with  the  traditional  western  spirit..    The  men  engaged  in  this  business  will 
make  every  effort  to  pot  their  business  back  en  a  paying  basis,    There  was 
much  discussion  regarding  pacllng  houses  and  cooperative  marketing.    The  grow- 
ing sentiment  in  favor  of  cooperative  marked ng  v/as  very  noticeable c 

The  superintendent  of  the  station  also  attenled  a.  Community  dinner  at 
Oelrichs,  thirty  miles  east  of  the  station  on  ths  23 ,  and  in  the  afternoon 
delivered  and  address  on  the  "Business  End  of  Dairy  farming  in  Fall  River 
County."    Some  th^ee  hundred  people  including  farmers  and  their  wives  were 
present.    The  interest  in  dairy  farming  in  this  section  is  growing  rapidly 
from  year  to  year,  and  the  industry  is  much  more  important  than  it  was  when 
the  dairy  work  was  established  at  the  Ardmore  station.    A  cooperative  creamery 
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Ardmore,  continued: 

has  been  operatic  at  Qelriche  for  about  three  yea?S<    This  creamery  has 
suffered  some  fiaeinGiaA  reverses  in  the  past{  but  on  &he  whole  has  teen  a  pay  • 
ing  proposition*    The  ratter  ~at  produced  locally  arc  marketed  through  the 
creamery  annually  amounts  to  mere  than  one  hurdred  thousand  pounds*    At  the 
Community  meeting  there  was  a  noticeable  sentiment  in  favor  of  supporting  this 
cooperative  o*?gani8a*i<!mi    The  local  hank  is  btrongiy  supporting  the  organisa- 
tion and  is  u?giag  fr.vmers  to  milk  more  cows-    The  dairy  cattle  in  this 
community  have  been  greatly  hved-vp  and  Each  improved,  during  the  past  few 
years,  and  the  indications  are  that  the  industry  soon  will  be  on  a  permanent 
and  a  veiy  euoees«»f"-'u.  fft&snci&S  basis »    There  is  a  great  deal  of  alfalfa  hay 
grown  in  this  seaticna 

MaxinKim  temperature  V7>  mi;/inr>m  3f;  precipitation  0;  an  average  wind 
velocity  6.1  ratios  per  hear*    Ihc  figures  for  -one  average  wind  'velocity  do  not 
fairly  indicate  the  actual  condition's    The  nSghts  have  been  calm  with  un- 
usually high  winds  prevailing  during  the  days*    I»'or  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  station  conyiderable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  soil 
blowing. 

T/ne  total  precipitation  for  the  month  of  April  to  the  present  date  has  been 
only  ,02  inch*    Spring  grain  5  s  suffering  somewhat  for  the  lack  of  moisture, 
as  well  as  from  the  low  aw-rage  temperature-,    Native  grass  is  making  almost  no 
growth,  and  the  ind'Ustiouw  .we  that  there  will  be  a  short  crop  of  wheat  grass 
hay.    The  yie^.d  ©i  thi j  native  hay  depends  largely  c.pon  early  spring  rains* 
Alfalfa  is  considerably  behind  its  normal  growth  for  this  time  of  the  season, 
due  to  the  dry  weather* 

Big  Spring: 

The  weather  for  the  weslt  has  been  rather  varied «    On  Sunday  morning, the 
17th,  a  hard  rTreoge  occurred  that  did  concidesabls  daniago  to  peaches  and 
grapes.    Eosrever 5  the  temperature  only  dropped  to  29  degrees;  but  owing  to  the 
dryness  of  the  a.-omosphe."e  seemed  to  cause  the  freeze  to  penetrate  deeper  than 
it  would  have  \?uder  more  humid  conditions  *    Un  the  21st  we  had  another  bad 
sandstorm  in  the  afternoon,  which  caused  considerable  drifting  of  the  soil  on 
some  portions  of  the  farms    This  damage  did  not  extend  to  the  plats  and  is 
believed  that  no  further  trouble  will  be  experienced  flom  this  source* 

Maximum  temperature  p,0;  minimum  29;  wind  velocity  7*0  miles  per  hour; 
evaporation  2*13  inches,    An  estimate. of  the  damage  done  to  fruit  in  this  sec- 
tion will  range  from  1/2  to  2/3  in  most  orchards*    We  still  have  a  chance  for 
a  fair  ciop  of  fruit  on  the  station  unless  farther  freezes  occur, 

Colby: 

»     The  coo3  weather  of  the  week  just  precedoing  and  the  cool  weather  the 
first  of  this  week  checked  the  growth  of  the  spring  grains.    The  spring  wheat 
is  up  good  on  all  plate  and  the  cool  weather  has  checked,  it  least  of  all? 
The  barley  is  up  on  all  plats,  but  the  tips  of  the  leaves  are  decidedly  brown 
and  it  shows  no  appreciable  growth  made  dm  ing  the  week?    The  oats  were 
apparently  coming  up  nicely  until  the  cool  weather  held  them  in  check.  In 
fact,  some  oats  that  were  just  sprouting  were  not  abie  to  go  forward  but  re- 
mained with  the  sprouts  beneath  the  ground*    Examination  at  the  close  of  the 
week  showed  that  they  were  again  starring  growth*    Winter  wheat  on  all  plats 
except  milo  and  corn  stubbie  and  on  i.' bubble d-in    had.  the  tips  of  the  leaves 
ttirned  brown  and  is  now  about  half  knee  high*' 
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Colby,  continued: 

No  seeding  was  done  dazing  the  week*    All  of  the  cross-roads  were  plow- 
ed out,  leaving  the  road  low  in  the  cente?f    This  was  done  to  stop  drainage 
across  some  of  the  plats  as  prLnctaiced  vfater  channels  were  sta.vt5.n3  in  several 
of  the  plats.    She  •pxe&'mb  plsn  is  to  keep  oho  roads  slightly  lower  in  the 
middle  so  that  any  sroioff  fiom  large  rains  will  not  damage  the  plats* 
Maximum  temperature  77 1  ninimom  lb;  precipitation  0<> 

Balhart ; 

The  wind  pressj&re  related  somewhat  this  week«    Three  days  were  quite 
windy,  bat  the  remainder  of  bhe  week  .<ias  bse'i  wmrnes.'  and.  .'.ess  windy  c  One 
small  shower  occurred  en  the  2£?  hat  not  in  suff&pieist  quantity  to  do  reach 
good.    Monday  and  (Pueodgy  v/ere  qoite  cold  with  a  hea.vy  vvs^t  aiid  southwest 
wind. 

Winter  rye  is  looking  good  and  making  rapid  headway,    It  is  now  in  the 
straw  stage  and  aboat  eight  or  ten  inches  Mgh«    Xt  is  fat1  ahead  of  any  winter 
wheat  in  this  section  of  the  Manhandle a    Oats  see©  to  be  making  fair  progress* 
The  fields  look  green  hat  the  ground  is  not  cohered  yet  a 

There  is  quite  a  bio  of  farming  operations  goiir^  on  in  this  section* 
Many  of  the  farmers.-  are  Having  for  the  spring  crop .•    Some  of  them  went  at 
their  work  backwards  and  got  their  listed  iurrowti  fillod  with  eando    They  be- 
gan on  the  east  side  of  oho  ii eld  and  listed  west*    The  heavy  winds  blowing 
sand  from  the  wee';  side  mado  good  progress  in  filling  the  furrows* 

Trees  and  dbciba  here  got  another  setback  the  first  of  the  week.*  They 
have  managed  to  get  s'?a*'ted  aud  leafed  outj  b",\t  ha?d  freezes  would  pome  and 
stop  their  growth,    It  is  cime  now  chat  i'rests  ceased  to  occur.    This  (the 
23)  is  the  average  date  ior  11  years  of  the  las*  killing  frcs'fe. 

A  picnic  was  hold  here  Friday  night  of  this  week*    iVesybody  had  a 
good  time  and  expressed  a.  desire  to  come  again c 

Maximum  temperature  g?j  jr&ataoa  19;  precipitation  «1£  inch},  aoaximum  wind 
movement  for  &l<  hov.r*  508,5  miles. 

Dickinson: 

The  weather  has  been  cold  and  dry.  but  generally  favorable  for  work* 
Mieat,  oats,  and  barley  were  seeded  on  the  rotations  early  in  the  weeky  and 
oats  and  barley  varieties:  for  the  Cereal  Office.    Farmers  in  the  locality 
have  about  finished  seeding  wheat t    The  acreage  is  about  average  for  the 
county  and  is  going  in  tinder  better  conditions  than  last  year,  both  as  to 
seed  bed  preparation  and  soil  moictTire. 

Director  Trowbridge  of  the  North  Dakota  Experiment  station  visited 
the  station  April  IS  and  19, 

Maximum  temperature  72;  minimum  IS;  precipitation  .11  inch. 

Garden  Citys 

The  growing  weather  for  the  past  week  was  very  good  with  the  exception 
of  April  rW  when  we  had  our  last  freeze.,    The  thermometer  dropped  down  to 
2U  degrees  on  this  date a    This  freeze  put  the  small  grains  back  somewhat, 
but  otherwise  little  or  no  damage  was  done. 

The  blizzard,  which  ;-wept  over  such  a  large  part  of  the  country  did 
not  hit  us  very  hard,  only  a  small  amount  of  snowfall  and  wiu&  blowing  oc- 
curring at  the  station.    The  previous  freezes  end  winds  killed  out  some  of  the 
winter  whsat  plats,  so  that  they  had  to  be  reseeded  to  spring  wheat. 
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Garden  City,  continued: 

Neither  the  commercial  field  nor  the  plats  of  winter  wheat  seem  to  he 
making  the  growth  that  they  should  for  this  time  of  the  year,  especially  when 
the  soil  contains  as  a?och  moisture  as  it  sow  does*    Soil  samples  were  taken 
on  the  MC  series  of  the  winter  wheat  plats,  and  they  showed  good  moisture 
down  to  a  considerable  depths 

Sugar  beets  in  this  vicinity  are  "being  plated  now*    The  are  devoted  to 
them  will  be  somewhat  less  than  last  year,  as  the  Sugar  Company  is  only  con- 
tracting the  beet:,  for  next  fell  at  $6  per  ton  as  compared  with  $12  dollars 
last  year. 

Maximum  temper  at  yre  ?g;  minimum  2&J  average  wind  velocity5  2  ft*  anemometer 
g.S  miles  per  hoar;  evaporation  *2^2  inch* 

Havre: 

A  steady  wind  has  blewa  most  of  the  weeks  although  it  has  not  been  ex- 
treme at  any  time*    'There  has  "been  some  threatening  weather,  but  only  .01  inch 
of  precipitation  has  been  recorded. 

Seeding  has  been  progressing  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  has  included 
the  varieties  cf  barley ;.  w&eai,  oats,  and  peas  on  the  rotations;  peas,  grains, 
and  sweet  clover  in  the  forage  crop  work;  and  the  seeding  of  a  90  acre  field 
of  durum  wheat,    rihe  seeding  of  oats  has  started  on  the  rotations. 

On  land  that  has  bee&  worked  there  is  sufficient  moisture  to  start 
germination  whei s  needing  is  deep.    The  surface  is  drying  rapidly  and  in  some 
cases  there  is  some  soil  blowings 

Director  Linfield  of  the  Montana  Experiment  statioft  was  at  this  sta- 
tion on  the  22  and  23,    Professor  Mardook  of  the  Agricultural  Engineering 
Department,  and  Mr6  A.  J»  r^gaard  of  the  Extension  Service  were  also  here  on 
the  22.    Mr»  Ogaard  will  be  in  charge  of  the  Farm  Boys  Camp  that  will  be  held 
here  during  July  for  the  boys  of  five  of  the  northern  counties* 
Maximum  temperature  69;  minimum  26 » 

Hays: 

".The  weather  during  the  week  has  generally  been  very  favorable  for  plant 
growth  and  field  work.    The  early  seeded  winter  wheat ,  and  especially  that 
seeded  on  fallowed  ground  is  looking  fine.    It  is  from  four  to  eight  inches 
high  and  jointing.    A  very  good  stand  of  weeds  may  be  seen  most  everywhere 
except  where  the  ground  has  recently  been  cultivated* 

During  the  week  most  of  the  winter  wheat  plats  were  trimmed,  alleys 
cultivated,  and  some  of  the  roads  were  graded,  Also  some  work  was  done  on 
drainage,  ditches,  etc. 

Soil  samples  were  taken  on  the  MC  series  of  plats  of  winter  wheat. 
Maximum  temperature  7*5;  minimum  27;  precipitation  0. 

Huntley: 

The  balance  of  the  small  grain  and  grass  seeding  was  completed  during 
the  week,  together  with  the  planting  of  some  of  the  miscellaneous  experi- 
ments, including  the  Dry  Land  garden. 

Continued  windy  weather  has  filled  the  fence  rows  with  thistles  from 
neighboring  fields  and  some  time  was  spent  in  weed  burning. 

Light  showers  have  fallen  on  two  days  during  the  week,  but  the  rain  was 
not  enough  to  more  than  lay  the  duot. 

Maximum  temperature  70;  minimum  18;  precipitation  .ISinch. 
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Judith  Basin: 

The  past  winter  has  been  one  of  the  driest  on  record,    Only  2a0S  inch- 
es of  precipitation  has  teen  recorded  since  October  I-  i^20}  and  half  of  this 
amount  was  received  since  Iflasrch       Practical!;?-  all  of  the  precipitation  oc- 
curred as  light  snows*  which  drifted  badly*    Stubble  land.,  consequently,  de- 
rived most  of  the  benefit  of  «he  drifting  snows  and  contains  an  abundance  of 
moisture  in  the  surface  foot  a    Fall -plowed  and  ccrn-etubble  land,  however,  are 
very  dry,  the  Xatte:.'  being  almost  boo  dry  to  permit  spring  plowing* 

Strong  winds  hero  pre -.ailed  throughout  the  winter  and  soil  movement  has 
been  quite  seriouSo    Co.  tv.es;-. tbie  damage  ras  done  to  fail  grains  on  summer 
fallowed,  green  maz-u-  od;  costs  £':.n:bble;  and  fall  plowed  land,    All  winter  wheat 
on  the  continuously  cropped  G6ii.es  has  appireertly  been  entirely  killed  out, 
while  that  on  the  g^ee^v-maraired,  disced  eo5?ii''Stabblfefl  and  sonaner  fallowed 
plats  in  the  rotations  ie  in  a,  very  doubtful  condition*    Wheat  seeded  on  fallow 
with  the  furrow  drill  survived  jhe  winter  with  a  fair  si  and  isad  that  seeded  on 
sod  in  the  increase  fields  suffered  no  injury  whatsoever,  and  is  making  a 
vigorous  growcho    Winter  rye  on  the  rotations  is  in  a  very  critical  condition 
and  may  have  to  be  vesiee&ede 

The  pale  western  c'At-worm  is  reported  to  be  very  active  in  several 
winter  wheat  fields  sn  this  vicinity,  'but  no  damage  by  this  pest  has  been 
observed  on  the  stats  c.:-. 

Field  work  was-  ci-mm^nr-fid  about  12  days  ago  and  is  progressing  very 
rapidly.    With  the  exception  cf  flax,  all  small  grains  have  been  seeded  on  the 
Cereal  project  end  oik  the  notations  in  both  fields,,    Seed  bed  preparation  of 
ail  increase  fieide  is  neaily  completed,  and  25  acres  of  spring  wheat  have  been 
seeded. 

Director  Linfieid       a  visitor  at  the  station  at  this  writing. 
Maximum  temperature  6*3  minimum  2k;  precipitation  >03  inch. 

Lawt  on: 

She  pact  week  has  been  very  favorable  for  field  work  and  spring  plowing 
was  completed*    All  spring  plowed  and  a  laige  number  of  fall  plowed  plats  were 
disce       Corn  which  was  planted  on  the  12  was  harrowed  the  20  to  break  the 
heavy  >;rusi>j  much  of  it  is  emerging  today ,  the  23 •    Manure  has  been  spread  on 
a     ii.  jr  of  top-dressed  and  manured  plats* 

The  orchard  and  shrub  groups  were  cultivated  this  week,  and  some  work 
has  been  done  around  the  3 awns,    Ornamental  and  flowering  plants  have  been 
retarded  and  injured  this  rUpring  by  the  late,  severe  frosts. 

Some  work  has  beon  done  on  the  road  leading  to  Held  C.    Bad  washouts 
exist  at  frequest  intervals  and  a  g?*eat  deal  of  filling-in  has  been  done  this 
spring  to  fill  these  and  to  prevent  further  washing- 

The  weekly  frost  occurred  the  night  of  the  16,  when  the  thermometer 
registered  2g  degrees.    The  maximum  for  the  week,  90t  was  recorded  today* 
One  or  two  dust  storms  occurred  this  week,  and  the  wind  velocity  has  been 
comparatively  high  most  of  the  day  time,  so  the  surface  soil  is  rapidly  dry- 
ing.   No  precipitation  has  been  recorded  since  the  6,  with  the  exception  of 
.21  inch  on  the  13.    Average  wind  velocity  for  the  week  S<>3  miles, 

Mandan: 

Horti culture « 

All  possible  advantage  is  being  taken  of  the  favorable  conditions  ex- 
isting at  the  moment-  and  seeds,  fruit  trees  for  replacements,  and  new  plant- 
ings, shrubs  and  such  like  are  being  planted  wherever  planned.    The  acre 
Farm  Demonstration  Garden  is  a/j.most  entirely  in  seed.    The  rain  of  the  past 
week  is  already  making  an  appreciable  difference  with  the  lawns  and  the 
budding  vegetation. 
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Mandan,  continxxed: 

Agronomy » 

As  mentioned  last  week,  winter  wheafr  has  again  proved  a  total  loss 
under  all  conditions  of  treatment*  Winter  rye  has  on  the  other  hand  come 
through  in  perfect  shape* 

Wheat,  barley*  o.TvG,  end  peas  have  Veen  soeded  in  the  Rotations,  and 
Field  P  is  pvact ly  *:-ee.d>  fed  *seed  for  Feed  e?opS«    It  is  expected  that 
this  work  will  be  done  next  week* 

A  rain  on  She  .19  end  £0r,  amounting  to  1«59  inches,  delayed  field  work 
f*r  about  twcnoy»-fru.:  hours >    This  £s  the  largest  single  rain  on  record  since 
July  191 5 {  and  the  spirits  of  all  classes  of  people  in  the  locality  have  gone 
up  noticeably  as  a  result* 

Maximum  $empercware  Y5t  on  the  19;  mininam  T.O,  on  the  46. 

Arboriculture 

Shipping  of  stock  to  cooperators  was  finished  th©  20.    Stock  shipped 
was  as  follows:  —  Caragsaa  c:,0p0;  box  elder  72,800;  green  ash  10,000;  North- 
west poplar  16,000:  ©hokehe^ry  2,050;  buffalo- -berry  500;  Wr  yellow  pine  3,000; 
jack  pine  10,000;  spruce  (Black  Hills  and  White)  7,000.    These  were  shipped 
to  ^35  different  coopsrators  in  the  States  of  Montana,  Wyoming,  and  the  west- 
ern half  of  ftorth  and  £.^vfeh  Dakota*    there  is  included  about  3,000  box  elders 
sent  out  for  Arbor  day  plantings  to  schools  scattered  over  this  area*  All 
Cooperative  Demonstrations  rre  treated  as  experimental  plats,  and  notes  are 
taken  on  them  each  grammes  %  'fehe  Si  eld  men* 

About  700  Jfefeed,  -:;hree  to  four  foot  jack  pines  were  planted  during 
the  rain  of  the  2$  slid  22  in  the  south  windbreak*    Scotch  pines  were  also 
planted  in  several  group  planbitlgS  On  the  grounds 0 

Field  planning  is  ia  progress j  Russian  olive  and  Caragana  have  been 
planted  to  date.    The  solid  block  plantings  in  Experiment  F-10-4  of  the 
Northwest  poplar  are  being  planted  at  this  time* 

North  Platte s 

Fair  growing  conditions  have  prevailed  during  the  week*  Temperatures 
have  ;een  higher  than  for  the  previous  two  weeks*    One  shower?  resulted  in  a 
precipitation  of  ,10  inch.    The  firs'o  soil  samples  for  the  season  were  taken 

the  week*    There  is  a  fair  supply  of  moisture  in  the  first  two  feet. 

Corn  plants  were  plowed  April  IS  and  19,  and  all  summer  tilled  plats 
have  fceen  disced* 

Tucumcari: 

Several  days  during  the  week  it  was  overcast  with  indications  of  sain, 
but  there  were  no  showers.    Two  days  were  quite  cold  and  four  days  were  windy* 

There  was  no  soil  blowing  on  the  station  except  a  small  area  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  south  field.    This  was  gone  over  with  the  lister 
Monday  morning  as  well  a3  several  places  that  were  about  in  the  right  stage 
to  blow.    The  center  field  was  cultivated  to  get  the  plats  in  shape  again  to 
withstand  another  blov.%.    Winter  wheat  and  rye  are  alive  but  making  very  poor 
headway.    A  good  rain  is  needed  here  to  give  things  a  good  start  and  to  get 
the  south  field  soaked  up  a  little  so  it  can  be  worked  again.    The  east  quart- 
er of  this  field  has  been  worked  until  it  will  be  useless  to  go  over  it  again 
until  it  rains.    It  has  stood  the  winds  in  good  shape,  but  it  has  been  a  task 
to  keep  it  from  blowing  away,    Every  other  field  in  the  country  has  been  blow- 
ing terribly.    One  field  about  half  a  mile  west  of  the  station  has  piled  sand 
along  the  road  to  a  depth  of  three  feet  and  more. 
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Tucumcari,  continued! 

On  Tuesday  of  this  Week  the  steers  in  the  steer  feeding  experiment 
were  slaughtered e    They  were  In  fine  shape  for  market  and  it  was  no  trouble 
to  dispose  of  the  meats    The  billing  and  dressing  was  done  at  the  station* 
The  meat  was  taken  to  town  Wscjaea&ay  morning  and  distributed  to  the  three 
batcher  shops*    The  hides  bro'aghi  practically  nothing,  averaging  $1.09  Per 
head . 

On  May  1  the  ocw  maintenance  feeding  work  will  close  and  the  cattle 
will  be  taken  to  the  upper  pasture  for  the  euinner ,    A  good  calf  crop  is  ex- 
pected this  spring*    j'ti-.-t  before  calving  %iitm  the  sows  will  be  brought  again 
to  the  south  fielc,  Sw  tUat  ft&lf  weights,  &at©3s  etc»s  «"an  be  taken  care  of  to 
belter  advantage*    There  is  considerable  loco  in  the  south  pasture  but  the 
cattle  have  not  taken  to  it  yet*    Tnere  is  none  in  -ohe  upper  pasture,  so  it 
is  hoped  that  the  cattle  will  keep  off  it  until  May  1» 

Mr,  Luther  S'oaieT?,  .%.dmal  Husbandman  from  the  New  Mexico  State  College 
was  a  station  visitor  this  week*    Mr.  tit  K»  Jensen  cf  Amarillc  was  also  a 
station  visitor  in  company  wish  the  County  Club  Agent  and  a  member  of  the 
Extension  Service  at  the  Ste-te  College.    Mi1.  Jensen  is  being  considered  for 
County  Agent  of  Qaa$  County.  t§  fill  the  vacancy  left  by  the  resignation  of 
Mr,  Yates t 

Woodward? 

The  first  two  days  of  the  week  were  rather  cool,  with  a  minimum  tempera- 
ture of  29  degrees  on  the  if  „    The  latter  part  has  been  warm  and  windy  with 
rain  threatened  a  couple  of  times* 

Most  of  the  trees  are  fully  leaved  out  and  are  beginning  to  make  a 
rapid  growth.    Most  or  the  grapes  have  started  to  grow  and  a  good  many  of  them 
are  showing  the  clusters  of  bads.    Winter  wheat  and  rye  are  looking  good  and 
the  rye  is  heading  rapidly « 

The  first  planting  iu  the  Cereal  Office  J3ate  of  Seeding  Experiment  was 
done  the  first  of  the  week.    Considerable  plowing  for  spring  crops  has  been 
done-    Three  plats  in  one  "i;rcw  Method  of  Seedbed  Preparation  experiments  have 
been    isted  and  one  plat  plowed  for  peanuts.    Some  pruning  has  been  done  t<n 
some  of  the  trees  in  the  windbreaks  and  some  other  trees. 

..L.v.jmum  temperature  for  the  week  62;  minimum  29;  average  hourly  wind 
velocity  9.1  miles:  evaporation  1.871$.  inches;  precipitation  Trace* 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  OTLB  MEN,  OFFICE  OF  DRY  LAND  AGRICULTURE 


A  fe%'  simple  vales,  the  observance  of  which  will 
tend  \,o  •;.ntj.cove  .composition  in  News  Letters  and  Re-ports,  

There  appeals  to  be  a  lack  of  certainty  and  consequently  much  confu- 
sion in  the  use  of  cardinal  and  ordinal  numbers  in  connection  with  dates » 
The  following  instructions  are  from  the  rules  of  the  Government  Printing 
Office:    Write  June  20  (not  Jane  20th),  but  the  20th  of  June;  the  20th  day 
of  March;  the  1st  (day)  of  the  month;  the  first  (part)  of  the  month;  4th  of 
July  (calendar  day'i;  Fourth  of  July  (holiday)* 

Spell  such  expressions  as  "the  early  seventies." 

When  a  fiscal  year  or  a  year  extending  into  a  following  year  is  intend- 
ed. Use  a  dash  and  contract ,  except  1900-1901,  as  1875-76,  1901-2;  if  a  peri- 
od of  more  than  two  yearns  is  intended,  do  not  contract,  as  IS75-I879;  if  two 
or  more  separate  years  are  intended,  use  comma,  as  1S9^,  1895* 

Use  a  comma,  after  the  word  precedeing  "and",  "or*,  or  other  connective 
in  a  series  of  three  or  more  words  or  phrases  like  "wheat,  corn,  and  oats;" 
"the    pper  coal  is  21  inches  thick,  the  parting  12  inches,  and  the  lower  coal 
3.?  ?:rhes»n    Use  a  semicolon  instead  of  comma  if  the  other  members  of  the 
series  are  separated  by  semicolons. 

Generally  avoid  use  of  the  personal.    Say,  "the  corn  was  cultivated," 
rather  than  "we  cultivated  the  corn,"  or  "our  corn  was  cultivated."  Say, 
"there  was  2  inches  of  rain,"  or  "the  precipitation  was  2  inches,"  rather 
than  "we  had  2  inches  of  rain*" 

Do  not  use  simplified  spelling. 

• 

E.  C.  CHILCOTT, 
Agriculturist  in  Charge, 

JSC/- 
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REPORT  FOR  IEEE  ENDING  A^RIL  30,  1921. 


Akron: 

This  region  continues  to  have  warm  weather  interspersed  with  snow  storms* 
Wheat  is  making  progress  and  right  now  seems  to  promise  as  much  wheat  as  last 
year,  at  this  time.    Pasture  grasses,  native  sod  especially,  have  not  made  any 
noticeable  progress..   We  now  have  plenty  of  moisture  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
time  until  warm  weather  sets  in  before  they  do. 

Work  for  the  week  has  consisted  in  rebuilding  the  corral,  in  setting 
gate  posts  on  the  sheep  rotation  fields,  and  in  setting  up  the  repaired  wind- 
mill.   Some  time  also  was  spent  in  the  Cereal  Nursery* 

Maximum  temperature  79,  on  the  2k',  miniroum  27,  on  the  26  and  23;  precipita- 
tion .37  inch. 

Ardmoret 

Plant  growth  has1  been  much  Retarded  during  the  week  by  the  low  average 
temperature  for  this  time  of  the  year,  as  Well  as  by  a  shortage  of  soil  mois- 
ture.   This  is  particularly  noticeable  in  the  growth  of  native  hay  and  pasture 
grasses.    The  range  and  pastures  generally  are  much  behind  their  normal  develop- 
ment.   In  some  sections  there  is  an  actual  shortage  of  stock  water  which  is 
very  unusual  for  the  spring  months. 

Work  at  the  station  during  the  week  has  consisted  largely  of  repairing 
fences  and  similar  work.    When  this  station  was  established  in  1912  pitch  pine 
posts  obtained  from  the  Black  Hills  were  used  for  constructing  fences.    A  con- 
siderable number  of  the  poat&  which  were  set  that  year  are  being  replaced  at  the 
present  time.    It  is  found,  however,  that  all  posts  that  were  well  filled  with 
pitch  are  practically  as  good  as  new  after  being  in  the  ground  for  nine  years. 
It  is  only  the  dead  pine  posts,  containing  very  little  or  no  pitch  that  must  be 
replaced  at  the  present  time. 

Arrangements  were  completed  during  the  week  for  securing  60  head  of  steers 
which  are  about  eighteen  months  old  for  use  in  the  grazing  pasture  during  the 
coming  season.    A  nice  uniform  bunch  of  steers  was  secured. 

Dairy  work  at  the  station  is  progressing  nicely.    During  past  seasons  con 
tagious  abortion  has  caused  much  trouble  in  the  herd.    No  calves  of  the  present 
crop  have  been  lost  from  this  cause.    Eighteen  cows  are  being  milked  at  present 
and  one  cow  still  is  to  freshen.    All  the  cows  are  making  good  records.    One  cow 
which  freshened  during  the  month  of  April  is  regularly  giving  better  than  SO 
pounds  of  milk  daily.    This  amount  of  milk  is  a  record  for  this  station*  The 
previous  high  record  for  a  single  day  was  76  pounds.    Sunflower  silage  is  being^ 
fed  to  the  entire  ierd.    It  is  of  poor  <y.ality  and  is  not  relished  by  the  animal 
Maximum  temperature  69;  minimum  22;  precipitation  .50  inch.    The  toral  preci- 
pitation for  the  nunth  of  April,  .52  inch.    The  eight-year  average  precipitation 
for  the  month  of  April  at  this  station  has  been  2.75  inches,  and  the  total  pre- 
cipitation for  the  same  month  a  year  ago  was  3»75  inches. 

Big  Spring: 

The  week  has  been  dry  and  windy,  though  no  severe  sandstorms  have  occur- 
red this  week.    The  tctal  rainfall  for  April  was  .11  inch,  which  is  1,65  inches 
below  normal.    On  acccunt  of  the  dry  weather,  farm  operations  are  practically 
at  a  standstill.    Winter  wheat  in  the  c.c,  and  rotation  plats  is  suffering  bad- 
ly for  moisture  aid  a  good  rain  will  have  to  come  soon  to  save  the  crop.  The 
date  plantings  maie  on  April  15  did  not  come  up  to  a  good  stand  and  will  have  to 
be  replanted  when  it  rains.    No  more  date  plantings  will  be  attempted  until  aon- 
ditions  change. 


Big  Spring,  continued: 


Maximum  temperature  91;  minimum  40;  wind  velocity  6*0  miles  per  hour; 
evaporation  2„6l  inches;  precipitation  0. 


Colby: 


Except  for  the  last  two  days  of  the  week  the  spring  grains  did  nnt 
make  aoy  growth*    Continued  freezing  weather  as  nights  during  the  week,  with 
no  wsrrm  days,  held  -back  all  plant  growth.    The  roads  and  alleys  weie  di  seed 
aar*v  haw  owed  to  level  during  the  week*    Some  wiry,  was  done  on  the  j  lati 8  that 
£e  jaire  spring  treacment  to  keep  down,  weed  gi.owvh-    fforfc  on  tho  faacra  wa-j  con- 
fined to  cleaning  up  around  the  farm  and  preparing  plats  for  sorghum  variefcjea 
ar.S.  no.cn  varieties.    This  consisted  in  cultivation  to  kill  weeds  and  volunteer 
iifheat  o 

Cf  the  spring  grains  the  oats  seem  to  be  injured  most  by  the  low  temper 
aturo  reached  the  night  of  the  9th  of  April*  The  spring  wheat  on  all  plat 3  is 
shewing  to  a  good  stand.  The  barley  shows  that  it  was  hurt  by  the  freeze,  but 
not  to  the  extent  that  the  oats  were* 

Maximum  temperature  76;  minimum  26;  precipitation  ,065. 

Dalhart : 

Conditions  have  been  more  favorable  this  week  than  in  the  past-  The 
wind  movement  has  been  within  safe  limits  most  of  the  week.    On  Sunday,  April 
2l,  there  was  one  of  the  worst  windstorms  of  the  season.    The  wind  blew  until 
well  after  sundown.    The  day  was  threatening:    It  rained,  was  cool,  and  the 
air  was  full  of  blowing  sand.    There  was  no  resultant  damage  from  soil  blow- 
ing on  the  station,  but  at  time  sand  would  be  picked  up  and  it  looked  as  if 
the  whole  station  would  move.    The  orchard  started  to  move,  but  no  damage 
resulted.    None  of  the  plats  blew.    Out  of  all  this  there  was  nothing  but  a 
trace  of  moisture.    Several  days  have  threatened  rain  but  none  has  fallen. 

Field  work  for  the  week  has  varied  a  great  deal*    The  first  of  the  week 
the  plats  for  the  first  date  were  disced.    These  were  plowed  and  harrowed 
Friday.    The  first  date  of  planting  was  made  on  the  30th.    The  soil  moisture 
conditions  at  this  time  are  favorable.    Some  plowing  was  done  on  the  increase 
plats  during  the  week.    From  one  to  two  teams  have  been  busy  this  week  in  haul 
ing  and  field  work*    Some  pruning  is  still  being  done* 

Winter  rye  is  heading  at  a  height  of  about  one  foot.    Oats  is  making 
good  progress,  nearly  covering  the  ground  at  this  time.    The  winter  wheat  is 
this  section  is  reported  to  be  looking  good,  but  needing  rain.    Some  of  the 
farmers  have  pastured  their  wheat  during  the  winter  and  report  stock  in  good 
shape  as  well  as  the  wheat  looking  good. 

Maximum  temperature  S6,  minimum  26:  Three  nights  of  this  week  the  tempera- 
ture dropped  below  freezing-    The  last  frost  to  date  occurred  on  the  28th • 

Dickinson: 


Cold  weather  has  continued  during  the  week,  but  there  was  no  rain  until 
last  night,  and  field  work  has  moved  along  well,    A  rain  and  snow  stcrm  amount 
ing  to  .57  inch  last  night  made  the  soil  too  wet  to  plow  during  the  forenoon. 
This  moisture  all  went  into  the  soil  and  will  be  of  much  benefit  as  the  sur- 
face was  becoming  so  dry  that  seed  did  not  germinate  uniformly.    Whoat  seeded 
April  2  has  emerged.    Plant  growth  has  been  very  slow  owing  to  the  low  tenoere 
ture. 

A  small  orchard  has  been  planted  during  the  week  wUh  stock  from  the 
Northern  Great  Plains  Field  Station  and  nurseries.    This  consists  of  promising 
varieties  of  plum,  crab,  sandchexry,  compass  cherry,  juneberry,  and  currants; 
also,  gooseberry,  raspberry,  and  strawberry.    Several  of  the  varieties  were 
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Dickinson,  continued: 

planted  several  years  ago  and  failed.    The  site  of  the  present  planting  is  pro- 
tected on  three  sides  by  an  effective  windbreak  and  since  most  of  the  varieties 
are  on  hardy  stock,  it  is  possible  that  they  will  survive.    The  only  thing  that 
has  persisted  from  previous  planting  is  a  number  of  Siberian  crabs* 
Maximum  temperature  6l;  minimum  IS;  precipitation  ,60  inch. 

Havre : 

During  the  last  week  there  has  been  precipitation  recorded  on  six  days, 
totaling  ,31  inch.    There  was  not  enough  to  interfere  with  field  work  until 
noon  on  the  29th  at  which  time  there  was  a  sudden  drop  in  the  temperature 
followed  by  about  two  hours  of  heavy  snowfall.    .'  j 

The  varieties  of  oats  and  the  oats  on  the  rotations  were  seeded  during 
the  week,  and  the  seeding  of  small  grains  was  completed  on  the  larger  fields. 
Grasses  and  some  root  crops  were  seeded  and  the  forage  project  cleaned  of  weeds. 
Some  of  the  alfalfa  has  been  gone  over  with  a  spring  tooth  harrow  and  land  in 
the  bottom  prepared  for  seeding  alfalfa  this  spring* 

There  are  a  few  fields  in  the  community  that  are  emerging,    The  earliest 
of  the  station  seeding  is  just  through  the  ground*    Some  farmers  report  damage 
done  by  worms,  but  there  is  no  proof  as  yet  that  this  is  caused  by  the  Pale 
Western  Cut  Worm  that  caused  so  much  damage  in  this  locality  last  spring.    It  is 
apparently  the  wire  worm  that  is  working  at  present. 

Hays: 

The  past  week  has  been  a  good  one  for  field  work,    All  winter  wheat  that 
survived  the  winds  and  freezes,  is  making  a  heavy  growth  and  looking  fine*, 
Spring  sown  grains  are  also  making  good  growth. 

The  annual  stockmens  J;Round-up"  is  being  held  today.    There  are  about 
1,000  visitors  present  and  considerable  interest  is  being  displayed  in  the 
results  of  the  feeding  and  breeding  experiments  which  are  being  conducted  at 
this  station* 

Huntley: 

Weather  during  the  week  has  been  cool  and  cloudy  with  high  winds  and 
frequent  light  showers  and  snow  flurries*    The  precipitation  at  any  one  time, 
however,  has  not  been  enough  to  more  than  lay  the  dust. 

The  first  round  of  soil  samples:  we,a  completed  today.    All  samples  were 
taken  to  a  depth  of  six  feet.    All  plats  cropped  last  year  to  corn  or  -small 
grains  are  very  dry  below  the  surface  -  first  few  inches.    Fallow  plats  a.vs 
well  filled  with  moisture  to  depths  varying  from  three  to  four  xeeta    The  con- 
dition of  the  plats  receiving  green  manure  last  year  is  about  the  same  as  the 
fallow  plats. 

Winter  wheat  has  made  no  noticeable  growth  during  the  week,  but  it  ap- 
pears to  have  a  more  healthy  color.  Winter  rye  in  the  green  manure  rotations 
has  come  up  until  a  fair  stand  is  in  evidence0 

Director  Linfield  of  the  Montana  station  and  Mr,  J.  M.  Stephens  were 
visitors  here  this  week. 

Maximum  temperature  73l  minimum  20j  precipitation  «0S  inch. 

Judith  Basin i 

The  past  week  has  been  exceptionally  cold  with  unusually  high  winds  pre • 
vailing  every  day.    Except  for  a  couple  of  flurries  of  snow  which  merely  served 
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Judith  Basin,  continued: 

to  ir-texlere  with  field  work  for  a  few  honr'r,  ao  precipitation  was  received, 
A  tols.1  of  c^O  iucb  cf  precipitation  occurred  daring  Ap;?ll  as  compared  with 
§*37  in*«i3&'in  April  last  year,  and  a  norna!  rainfall  of  J.»37  inches*    Of  the 
jSO  :  r..ch  recorded  for  this  month,  only  .11)  inch  hat;  b£-en  received  since  April 
7.  • 

The  continued  dry,  cold,  windy  weather  has  been  very  vnfavorabie  to 
crop  growth*    Winter  wheat  and  rye  are  in  a  more  cri fcical  condition  than  when 
reported  last  week  and  unless  a  rain  is  received  soon,  all  winter  wheat  plats 
on  vhe  rotations  will  have  to  be  reseeded*    Alf&lfa.  brome  grass,  and  clover 
hav 3  been  checked  anL  remain  at  the  same  growth  fox  the  past  two  weeks* 
Maximum  temperature  53;  minimum  20]  precipitation  «0o  inch. 

lawtoni 

Wheat  and  oats  need  rain,  while  the  stand  of  April  15  date  plantings 
of  grain  and  forage  sorghums  is  poor,  due  to  lack  of  sufficient  moisture  to 
germinate  many  of  the  -ceeds.  The  last  rain  of  ary  consequence  was  on  April 
5?  and  the  soil  is  very  dry  to  a  depth  of  several  inches* 

A  number  of  fall  plowed  plats  were  disced  early  in  the  week  and  the 
May  1  date  plantings  were  made  today,  the  30th.    That  comprises  practically 
all  the  field  work  done  this  week,  as  we  have  spent  the  remainder  of  the  time 
completing  fills  on  the  road  through  the  station  and  widening  the  dam  of  the 
pond*    From  600  to  BOO  cubic  yards  of  dirt  has  been  moved  this  spring  in  an 
attempt  to  put  the  road  in  good  shape*    We  have  worked  one  and  a  half  days 
widening  the  pond  dam  and  will  require  about  four  more  days  to  complete  the 
work,  moving  about  600  to  800  cubic  yards  of  earth  and  increasing  the  width 
of  the  dam  about  fifteen  feet* 

Maximum  temperature  90;  minimum  42-  average  wind  velocity  ~[»2  miles;  pre- 
cipitation ,07  inchc 

North  Platte: 

Conditions  for  the  week  were  rather  unfavorable  for  crop  growth*  Frosts 
and  light  freezes  are  occurring  every  night.    Several  showers  have  occurred 
during  the  week,  but  the  total  of  these  is  only  «30  inch.    Corn  land  is  being 
prepared  and  some  ensilage  corn  will  be  planted  at  once. 
Maximum  temperature  oO;  minimum  23  to  3^* 

Scottsbluff : 

Continued  cold  weather  prevailed  through  the  entire  week.    The  minimum 
temperature  every  night  being  below  freezing.    Scarcely  any  sunshine  6scu?red 
during  the  week.    A  slight  hail  storm  on  the  2'fth  did  no  damage*    Two  small 
showers,  totalling  .31  inch  occurred  the  first  of  tthe  week. 

Alfalfa  and  sweet  clover  plats  were  seeded  during  the  weeko  Field 
peas  for  green  manure  also  were  seeded*    Preparation  of  corn  plats  was  com- 
pleted and  these  will  be  seeded  the  coming  week* 

A  carload  of  fat  lambc  which  were  used  in  the  experimental  feeding  tests 
on  the  station  during  the  winter  were  shipped  to  market.    These  lambs  at  pres- 
ent prices  will  show  a  const c.e-?a,ble  loss.    Livestock  feeders  all  over  the 
project  are  losing  heavily  this  year  en  all  their  feeding  operations. 
Maximum  temperature  81;  minimum  2k',  precipitation  .31  inch* 

Sharidani 

The  past  week  has  been  cool  and  cloudy  and  exceptionally  windy  foff  this 
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Sheridan,  continued: 

region*    Stalls  of  snow  and  rain  were  frequent,  but  without  sufficient  mois- 
fca?  e  to  be  of  any  effectv    Winter  grain  for  the  mos-  porfc  is  not  looking  as 
good  as  some  time  ago*  because  of  the  'blowing  •    laud  fallowed  last  year  has  bee\.< 
blowing  more  or  Iocs  ©IX  the  spring,  but  has  beei,  worse  for  the  last  three  days, 
including  today  •-  Sunday  -  than  at  any  time  sir.~.e  the  1st  of  Mas?ch« 

All  of  the  rotation  plats  with  the  exception  of  the  flax  and  corn  have 
been  ?ee<?.ed»    The  wheat  and  oats  had  begirt  to  emexge  by  the  29*oh  and  30th,  but 
hare  been  effected  some  by  blowing  since «    The  varieties  of  wheat,  oats,  and 
ba;.?;ey  were  seeded  on  the  20th  and  21st<    Plowing  for  the  coin  in  the  rotations 
has  been  completed;  and  ground  is  now  being  flowed  ior  the  varieties  and  bulk 
seeclingj    Stubble  land,  plows  in  fairly  good  shape,  bat  does  not  work  down  very 
good,  and  all  grovnd  that  has  been  plowed  is  drying  out  fast  near  the  surface* 
Maximum  temperature  62;  minimum  29;  precipitation,  Trace. 

Tucumcari  { 

On  3uuday  the  2k  one  of  the  worst  wind  storms  of  the  season  occurred* 
The  south  field  blew  nearly  all  the  lister  fv.rrows  full.    This  field  has  been 
worked  so  much  to  prevent  blowing  that  only  a  part  of  it  can  be  prepared  against 
it  again.    The  east  half  has  reached  a  stage  that  only  a  good  rain  will  save  it* 

This  week  considerable  road  work  has  been  done,  getting  the  road  along 
the  station  clayed  and  shaped  for  travel*    Outside  of  hauling  water  to  the 
cattle  no  other  team  work  was  done  up  to  and  including  the  29th.    Today  -April- 
30,  the  plats  are  being  prepared  for  planting  of  the  first  date.    Shis  planting 
is  made  in  the  south  field  but  on  the  part  that  did  not  blow.    This  planting 
is  being  made  on  land  that  was  planted  to  cowpeas  last  year*    A  planting  will 
be  made  on  May  2  if  weather  permits. 

The  range  cow  maintenance  work  will  be  closed  for  this  year  p  on  May  1  - 
and  the  cattle  removed  to  the  north  pasture.    This  pasture  was  just  recently 
leased  and  the  fences  repaired  for  receiving  the  cattle. 

Woodward: 

The  week  opened  with  a  continuation  of  the  high  winds  of  the  latter  part 
of  the  previous  week.    The  latter  part,  however,  has  been  rather  cool  and  quiet. 
We  have  had  a  meas\irable  auantity  of  precipitation  on  four  dates,  but  not  enough 
to  do  any  good.    Wheat  which  was  planted  in  the  roads  on  the  D.L>A»  project 
to  prevent  blowing  is  firing  badly  in  places,  and  the  wheat  on  the  plats  is 
beginning  to  show  the  lack  of  moisture. 

Some  cultivation  was  done  early  %ri  the  week  to  prevent  soil  blowings  The 
orchard  and  vineyard  have  been  disced  and  a  considerable  amount  of  plowing  done. 
The  second  date  planting  on  the  Cereal  Office  ?rojeco  was  planted  on  the  "SOthi 
One  plat  of  peanuts  has  been  planted.    About  8,000  to  10,000  grape  cuttings 
were  mailed  out  during  the  week. 

Messrs.  G,  M.  Rommel,  C,  W,  L&rson,  from  Washington,  D.Ce,  and  H.  G, 
Knight  and  James  A,  Wilson  of  Stillwater,  Oklahoma,  were  visitors  at  the  sta- 
tion on  the  25th.    Mr.  Chilcott  left  for  Dalhart,  Texas,  on  the  2yth. 

Maximum  temperature  94;  minimum  39;  average  wind  velocity  7. 3  miles;  evapora- 
tion 1.850  inches;  precipitation  .20  inch* 
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